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‘Monarch of the Dale’ by Gill Bulch

(Framed prints and greetings cards of this painting and others are for sale
in Grange Methodist Chapel in aid of The Borrowdale Story)

Sponsors for The Borrowdale News 2017 - The Borrowdale Gates Hotel

LINDA WILSON
CURTAINS, SOFT FURNISHINGS,
CLOTHING ALTERATIONS
Over 25 years experience, all sewing work considered
01900 822605 m. 07979 652855

NEIL WILSON
BUILDER AND HANDYMAN - ANY JOB CONSIDERED:
Rooﬁng, Plastering, Tiling
- all General Building Work
017687 78382 m. 07999 863716

F & W GREEN (KESWICK) Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
19, ESKIN STREET, KESWICK, CA12 4DQ
Contact Zoe Green on 017687 72246 (24 hours)
m. 07730 520663 e. zoegreenx@yahoo.co.uk

DAVIES TAXIS OF KESWICK
017687 72676 www.daviestaxis.co.uk
ESTABLISHED '65 - dog friendly, 8 Seater minibus
available, any distance, scenic tours,
deliveries & contract work, credit cards accepted.

SALLY'S COTTAGES:
DO YOU HAVE A HOLIDAY HOME?
Let us help you achieve great bookings
Full cleaning service also available
For full information ring Sally on 017687 80571

M & K BUILDERS KESWICK LTD.
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
New Builds, Extensions, Plastering, Tiling, Roof Work,
Patios, Stonework and general Building work.
017687 73455 m. 07770 857174 or 07743 678104
e. lindagrave.lg@gmail.com 1, Irton Cottage, Isel, CA13 9ST

TEXTURES, St Johns Street Keswick
QUALITY SOFT FURNISHING FABRICS
AVAILABLE ON THE ROLL or to order from a wide range of pattern books
017687 80304

KESWICK GARDEN MACHINERY. SALES, SERVICE REPAIRS &
HIRE. ALL MAIN DEALERS - Stihl, Viking, Husqvarna, Lawnﬂite.
Experienced Garden Machinery Repairs. Free local collection.
First class branded garden machinery. Over 25 years
experience. 017687 74434. sales@forestandgarden.F9.co.uk
www.keswickgardenmachinery.co.uk

ROB BRIGHT
PAINTER AND DECORATOR - INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
Swinside Farm
017687 78363 m. 07770 587831
e. stay@swinsidefarmhouse.co.uk

JINGLES UNISEX HAIR STUDIO
5, STANDISH STREET, KESWICK
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
Cutting, colouring and perms
017687 80001

SIMON ROAST. HOME AND GARDEN SERVICES THE COMPLETE HANDYMAN SERVICE - for gardens,
guttering, fences and hedges. Also for house repairs,
inside and outside, maintenance and painting
017687 78858 m. 07740 364751

STEPHEN EDMONDSON
ALL ASPECTS OF STONEWORK
www.cumbriastonework.com
Contact Stephen on 07739 278084
e. ste.edmo@hotmail.co.uk

EVERGREENS FLORIST,

PACKHORSE COURT, KESWICK
017687 74976

For every occasion and that extra special gift idea

JOHN YOUNG FURNISHINGS OF KESWICK
FINE FURNITURE IN KESWICK FOR OVER 125 YEARS
12/14, Main Street, Keswick
017687 74848
www.johnyoungkeswick.co.uk

THE KINGFISHER, TAKE AWAY FISH/CHIP & LICENSED
50 SEAT RESTAURANT. 77, Main Street, Keswick.
017687 73106. Pensioner Specials, Large Cod
speciality, Homemade Cumberland Sausage & Pies.
Gluten free ﬁsh available. All cooked to your order.

NEED A PLUMBER? PAUL ROWLANDS PLUMBING
m. 07970 842604
Bathroom suites, ensuites, tiling, showers, outside taps,
tap washers, kitchen/washing machine plumbing, burst
pipes, leaks, radiators etc. paul-rowlands@outlook.com

DAVID HINDMARCH
BORROWDALE
APPLIANCES, SALES, SERVICE
Unit 5A, High Hill, Keswick
017687 77611 m. 07801 582469

NEIL BEATY
CHIMNEY SWEEP
N A C S member ROTARY SWEEPING
017687 79085 m. 07835 976030
e. beaty32@btinternet.com or Facebook

EDITOR: Malcolm Stonestreet, 77671. ARTISTIC DESIGN: Gill Bulch, 77078. DISTRIBUTION: Jeﬀ Hall and fantastic
team, 77856. ADVERTISING MANAGER: Sharron Thompson, 77032. PUBLISHED BY: The Church in Borrowdale.
PRINTED BY: McKanes Printers, Keswick, 80574.
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VICARS CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

The Churches in the valley are special places. People come
to them for all sorts of reasons – for worship, for solace; for
quietness to think, pray or ‘sort their heads out’ (to use a
phrase from a soldier I knew who had a lot on his mind). I
love popping into St Andrews for ﬁve minutes; or passing the
time of day in Holy Trinity – just to pause, site, think, say a
prayer.

What makes them special is that they are places that point
‘beyond’. But they are here. So they speak of a deeper and greater reality; while
also speaking of how that reality is with us.

Christmas is coming. Kids will soon start getting excited. At the heart of Christmas
is the message that God is with us. God is so passionately concerned for us that he
is prepared to become one with us, sharing life as a carpenter’s son; after having
been born a political refugee; living life in a rural village; then journeying through
life to the Cross and then to Resurrection.

The Carol ‘O Come O Come Emmanuel’ - ‘Emmanuel’ means ‘God with us’; O come
– because we want him with us.

We all make mistakes, even Christians, even the church. But God is bigger and more
generous than anyone human being, any group of human beings, any community
or even church. We may struggle, sometimes getting in right, sometimes wrong.

‘God with us’ speaks of hope and how things can get better now and always; speaks
of new beginnings and how we can be forgiven; speaks of joy and how even in the
darkness of winter, snow, ﬂood and rain we are not alone.
God be with us! God be with you!
Rev Charles Hope

MIDNIGHT MASS

11.30 pm Christmas Eve at Saint Andrew’s by Candlelight
Just come!

No better way oﬀ starting Christmas!
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Jigsaw is Cumbria’s Children’s Hospice. We provide support to children and young
adults with life limiting conditions throughout the county.

The children’s hospice provides one to one care for children and young adults with
life limiting illnesses, as well as extending the care and support to their families.
Jigsaw’s home-from-home environment allows the nurses to match the children
and young adults home routine as closely as possible, ensuring a smooth, relaxing
and peaceful transition between the home and hospice.
BORROWDALE CAROL SINGERS 2017
Will again be raising money for this wonderful work.
We will be singing around the valley on the following nights.
Thurs. 21st Dec Meet at Grange Chapel at 6.30 (Grange & Borrowdale North)
Fri.22nd Dec
Meet at The Institute at 6.30 (Rosthwaite)
Sat. 23rd Dec
Meet at Seatoller Car Park at 6.30 (Borrowdale South)
Sun. 24th Dec.
Meet at Borrowdale Gates Hotel at 6.15 (Hotels)
PLEASE JOIN US TO SING OR WELCOME US AT YOUR DOOR.
LET’S GIVE WHAT WE CAN TO THIS AMAZING PLACE.
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INSTITUTE

As everyone knows a group of Trustees have been elected/appointed to run The
Institute. The Trustees have met several times and they have decided to attempt a
pretty major restoration of this building which will be a hundred years old in 2020.
We have done some
work - consultation - and
detected that if the
building was more
appropriate it would be
used more. We have
visited half a dozen other
village halls in Allerdale
which have recently
been revamped.
We are very grateful to all of those who have completed our Community-wide
Questionnaire. We are still expecting a few more but the overwhelming response
is that we have your support in doing this work and that if we can do it, it will be
well used.
So we are now exploring two things. First what do we think needs doing to the
present building and second how do we raise the money to do it.
The sketch below is just one of the ideas we are looking at. It provides solutions to
two vital needs - new toilets that are accessible and on the ground ﬂoor and storage
space adjacent to the main hall. If we decide to go ahead we shall appoint an
architect and he or she will listen to our needs and produce a viable solution/plan.
Hopefully the Trustees will draw all this together and present it to the Community
early In the new year. That will be a very important meeting when the Trustees ask
everyone who lives in the valley to support this piece of work. No date yet, but
when we have a date we will let everyone know and we will look for a packed out
meeting.
Personally I see this in the context of the whole valley and many other changes and
opportunities. Brexit and its eﬀect on the Agricultural Business; The vital
importance of our School and the help we can oﬀer; the part Borrowdale wii play
in the UNESCO award as a place of outstanding beauty; the plans that the Church
has to develop its work at Saint Andrew’s; The discussions that are just beginning
to see if aﬀordable housing can be provided in the Valley. In all of this The Institute
can play an important part, be a hub building, in a growing and changing situation.
Malcolm Stonestreet.
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NATIONAL TRUST

Thorneythwaite
We’re waiting for the studies that we commissioned earlier in the year from various
specialists to come in, which means there isn’t much to report just now, so in the
meantime this is what we’re up to elsewhere in the valley:
High Snab Dam
In October the ranger team painstakingly restored a historic dam in the Newlands
valley. The dam is an ancient scheduled monument, originally built by the workers
from Goldscope mine during the reign of Elizabeth I.
One of the outflows had been undermined, putting the rest of the dam at risk. The
advice from our regional archaeologist was to repair it using traditional methods
and materials, so no concrete, just good old-fashioned drystone walling techniques.
We’re really pleased with the result – it’s hard to tell where the repairs stop and
the original stonework starts.
Watendlath Hydro
On the subject of water, you might
have spotted the recent report
in the Cumberland News about
our planned hydro electricity
scheme at Watendlath. Many of
you may know that all Watendlath’s
electricity used to be provided
by hydro power – the 1920s turbine
is still in situ, although it hasn’t
worked since the hamlet was
connected to the mains.
Our plan is to install a new, more
eﬃcient turbine into the original
power house sometime in the
Autumn of 2018. Like the Hause Gill
hydro scheme, it will be a ‘run of
the river’ system that guarantees a set amount of water that will always be
untouched so that the ecology and aesthetics of the beck are protected, and takes
some of the water for powering the turbine before returning it all back into the
stream . The only fuel we need is rainfall and we have plenty of that in Borrowdale!
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Langstrath tree planting
This winter we’re continuing the
work we agreed with the
Langstrath common graziers in
2016 by planting 100 native
species trees between now and
March. This time we’ll be
planting a bit further up the
valley – towards Angle Tarn and
Stake Pass.
This will help regeneration of the
fragmented ancient woodland in
the valley, and in future years as
the trees mature, their root
systems could help in the
process of stabilising soils,
reducing the risk of landslips and
sediment being loaded into the
pristine Langstrath beck aﬀecting
ﬁsh other wildlife and potentially
impacting on land and property
downstream throughout the
river system.
We have a limited number of
places for people who’d like to
volunteer to help with the tree planting, if you’re interested please email
penny.webb@nationaltrust.org.uk to ﬁnd out more.

PLEASE NOTE
Miss Betty Walker wishes it to be known that the article she wrote on page 12
in the October / November edition, entitled The Battery Charger! originated
from a story by the late George Hughes of Seatoller, which he told at a social
evening in Borrowdale Institute.
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FARMERS’ SERVICE
AND DINNER 2017
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PEACE?
Just under a thousand people come into Holy Trinity Church,
Grange each month in the Summer (we have a little machine
which counts them!) nearly all of those who write in our
Visitors Book say it is a place of Peace, Peacefulness,
Tranquility. So we, apparently, provide a little space in this
troubled world and in their troubled hearts, where they ﬁnd
this elusive gift of Peace. That's quite something to have on
oﬀer.
I try to say prayers each morning and evening in the Church.
Often people come in - and I always stop the job and have a chat with them - if
they are willing.
On Wednesday in Holy Week a man and three children came in. The children were
well behaved. The man was from Morocco. It transpired he was of a traditional
Muslim family and had been brought up strictly in that tradition.
Now living in France he had heard of Christianity and strongly rejected it. Ultimately,
in order to win the case for Islam, he had read the four Gospels. He was amazed
and almost immediately asked for Baptism. That was sixteen years ago. He is now
a faithful, practicing member of the Church. OK lots of people convert...
But what really 'got' me was the way he described what he found in the Gospel. "It
was forgiveness - up to seventy times seven" "it was love, it was full of hope and
life and light!" Such enthusiasm, such clarity, such wonder was if not totally new
to me, it was hugely refreshing. Anyway it made me feel stale and boring and rather
old...
Then Deip came into Church to say his evening prayer and I just sat their full of
wonder.
On the way out of Church I looked in the book we provide for people to request
our prayers and here was another wonder: Chief George Osundiya (Nigerian) Please
pray for good health and long life for me, my wife Naomi and our two children Yeni
and Daykin.
So next time you walk or drive past this little church in the middle of nowhere well actually it's a place of peace - internationally and inter faith connected!
Malcolm.
Slightly Older Persons Christmas Lunch at Borrowdale Hotel
Tuesday 19th December

Book with Malcolm - 77671
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SNIPPETS
SID Hind died in hospital recently and was cremated on October 23rd. A large
congregation came together to reﬂect on his life, give thanks for that life and to
support Iris and her family in their loss. Sid was a happy man who coped
courageously with health problems in his last years but he was loved by everyone
and respected as a great family man, a good friend and a reliable haulage man. The
wake at The Royal Oak was excellent.
Charlie Baines has been on a school trip to Rome. We hope to hear a lot about this
- question, did he get up in time to go to Mass in Saint Peter’s at 7am?
The Valley Arts Weekend at Glaramara was a pilot project and it was rated a great
success. Glaramara is a wonderful venue and it was good to see the results of years
of hard work and investment in making it a comfortable, sophisticated and
delightful hotel. Six artists from the valley showed their work and the PCC received
just over a thousand pounds for their Cancer Research Appeal. There sure is some
talent in the valley!
The SOP Christmas Lunch is booking up. This will be held, thanks to the kindness
of the Borrowdale Hotel on Tuesday 19th December - 12 for 12.30. Bookings to
Malcolm (77671) and do let him know if you need transport.
Tups are busy at this time of year - their work last year brought around eleven
thousand lambs to the valley. School numbers are also holding up - ﬁfty four this
term but we could do with a few more cuckoos.
As the visitors thin out the roads come up. Lots of Diversions. In February the
Borrowdale Road will have some attention - potholes and drains. Snippets is
determined to be grateful.
Thorneythwaite is seeking planning permission to develop their large barn as a
Respite Centre for families who are living with critical illness. Borrowdale which is
a place of healing, hope and refreshment for thousands of people each year will
now be able to be involved in helping children and families in their greatest need.
Candles are the symbol of Christmas. A light and some little warmth in a dark place.
A bit of wax with some string in it and there you go. Saint Andrew’s will be ablaze
with a thousand candles for the Midnight Christmas Mass on 24th. Let’s hope the
folk turn up...please!
In Grange we have been practising as the generator broke down and we lit our
candles - actually it’s a very nice way of living. No TV and you don’t see the wrinkles
Snippets is hopeful for 2018. Growing up takes time. Education takes time, so does
growing old and learning how to retire.
Malcolm Stonestreet
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TRUDY HARRISON MP
Earlier this month I launched Copeland’s ﬁrst ever skills fair – an event aimed to
help our teenagers and young people ﬁnd out more about
the wealth of apprenticeship opportunities and adults
looking for employment. Whilst my eldest daughter has
chosen the university route, my three younger daughters are
making their own career choices and exploring the
apprentice route. Personally, and professionally, I understand
that parents are understandably concerned to help their
children ﬁnd their path to adulthood – and I truly believe
that apprenticeships are a fantastic way forward.
As part of the skills fair, it was the perfect opportunity to also launch my new
initiative, TeenForce100. The project aims to help 100 teenagers in to the part-time
workforce, in partnership with parents, schools and employers. There is a wellestablished association between having a part-time job as a teenager and gaining
full-time employment in adulthood, but many young people are struggling to ﬁnd
a job. I want to make that connection easier, to help open doors, provide some
basic training and enable young people to enjoy a little ﬁnancial independence, it's
so important. We had over 80 young people sign up to the project during the skills
fair and in the coming months, I will be working with local businesses and
organisations to help secure a part-time role for those who expressed an interest
in getting involved with the project. If any local businesses, teenagers, parents or
carers would like more information about TeenForce100 please email
Trudy.Harrison.MP@parliament.uk or call 020 7219 4002.

What to look for in December/January

In 1991 a British Rail press release blamed 'the wrong kind of
snow' for disruption to services. The phrase became a byword
for euphemistic and pointless excuses. Yet there are diﬀerent
kinds of snow, depending on the density and moisture content.
In areas of high humidity snow is heavier, whilst drier snow is
lighter and prized by skiers and snowboarders. Light, powdery
snow will not bind together and will not make snowballs or
snowmen, no matter how hard we try.

Whilst the Inuits have many words to describe snow, we seem
to have few, though one of my favourites is 'snirt' describing
snow covered in dirt, often found at the end of winter.
Fingers crossed for a White Christmas !
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Watenlath

Positively Glacial – the ice aGe in the Borrowdale valley

We’ve a lot to thank the Ice Age for. Volcanoes and folding, caused by the
continuous movement of the Earth’s crust, gave us the dramatic peaks but glaciers
gave us the ﬁnishing touches as they scoured the valley over 10,000 years ago.

Glaciers are like slow moving rivers of ice. As the ice ﬂows and gains energy it picks
up rocks which freeze into the base causing it to act like a scouring pad. The valley
would have been a V shape, formed as the river cut into the rock but the ice
smoothed this out to a U shape with steep sides (think of Surprise View).

Just as rivers have tributaries
so do glaciers. In a number of
places smaller glaciers joined
from the side and were
cut oﬀ leaving their own
U shaped valleys ‘hanging’.
Once the ice melted the
river was left to tumble
down a steep drop to form a
waterfall. A good example is
at Styhead (left), which ends
abruptly at Taylorforce Gill.

The ice moved north building energy until it hit The How at Rosthwaite. The loss of
energy resulted in the dropping of rocks to form ridges called moraines, the clearest
curves southwards between Longthwaite and Borrowdale School.

Look out, also, for rounded elongate hummocky deposits called drumlins which
can be seen in several areas. See if you can spot some when you drive up Honister
Pass.

Grange Bridge sits on a rock which is a large roche moutonée (French for sheep
rock), smoothed on one side by the ice and plucked on its far edge. Smaller versions
can be spotted around the valley.

As the ice melted it left us a stunning lake in the deepest part of the valley bottom.
We have a lot thank that Ice Age for!
Ref: The Borrowdale Story leaflet ‘Geology in Borrowdale’
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Worship and Dates...

3rd. December 10-30 am Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite. ‘A Club’ worship with HC.
4 pm Evensong at Grange.
10th.December 10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange.
12th December 9-30 am Editorial Group at Northside.
13th December 5 pm Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite. Christingle
14th December 1 pm PCC at Northside.
17th December 10-30 am Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite. (Charles)
4 pm Evensong at Grange.
19th December 12 for 12-30 pm Slightly Older Persons Christmas Lunch. Borrowdale
Hotel (transport requests to Malcolm 77671)
21st December Carol Singing Grange.
22nd December Carol Singing Rosthwaite.
23rd December 10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange.
Carol Singing Seathwaite.
24th December Carol Singing - The Hotels.
11-30 pm Midnight Mass at Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite.
25th December 10-00 am Holy Trinity, Grange. Christmas Day Carols and Communion.
31st December 10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange.
4 pm Evensong at Grange.
7th January
Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite. ‘A Club’ worship and HC.
4 pm Evensong at Grange.
9th January
9-30 am Editorial Group at Northside.
14th January
10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange.
21st January
10-30 am Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite.
23rdJanuary
COPY DATE.
28th January
10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange.

Contacts:
Vicar: Charles Hope. 017687 75855. charleshope@btopenworld.com
Mobile: 07884 070619
Head Teacher: Borrowdale C of E School. Ralf Smits. 77686.
ralfsmits@keswick.cumbria.sch.uk
Chairman of the Parish Council: Trevor Dowson. 77651.
trev-pam.dowson@tiscali.co.uk
Editor Borrowdale News: Malcolm Stonestreet. 77671.
malcolmstonestreet@gmail.com
Chairman of Borrowdale Story: David Woodthorpe. 77828.
woodthorpe475@btinternet.com
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SPOT THE SPOT
What Bridge is this? Answer at the bottom of page 16.

RALPH DIXON
WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

KESWICK COMPUTER SOLUTIONS (KCS)

A professional and friendly I.T. Solution provider. We oﬀer
Commersial and Domestic I.T. Support, website design,
digital marketing and Wiﬁ solutions.

High level pure water systems
Conservatory valeting & UPVC cleaning • Free Quotes
Established 20 Years
Tel: 017687 71143. mob: 07732 631732

5,Packhouse Court. 017687 75526. info@kessolutions.co.uk

SHARP EDGE CONSTRUCTION

Derwent Digital & Wireless Ltd

Building & Plastering, Extensions, New Build,
Conversions, Rooﬁng, Plumbing, Heating
All aspects of building work undertaken

Wiﬁ, broadband, ﬁbre & phones,
structured cabling, internet security, CCTV

Helping you get better connected
T: 017687 74684 E: Info@derwentdigital.com
www.derwentdigital.com

Tel: 017687 75375 07912 37584
Email: info@sharpedgeconstruction.com
EGGS FOR SALE - FREE RANGE
£2.40 a dozen at Hollows Farm, Grange.
017687 77298
Free delivery in Grange on Friday evening.

HIGH HILL AUTOMOTIVE Ltd. FORD SPECIALISTS
SOUTHEY HILL TRADING EST. KESWICK

Contact Craig Fearon:

Heating Boilers, Stoves and Plumbing

Sales, Service, Repairs. 8.30-5.30 (Sat: 9-1)
Sunday Car Sales - Ring: 017687 74894

LOGS FOR SALE

AGA/RAYBURN COOKER - MAINTENANCE

017687 77298 or 07792 043080

PHONE - Mike 07906217276
www.snug-heating.co.uk

Any size order.

SKYLINE AERIALS

WINDOW CLEANING

Ariel and Satellite Installation and repair service,
Freeview, Freesat, Same day Sky TV Repairs,
TV wall mounting, phone line extensions, extra TV points

+ CONSERVATORIES & GUTTER CLEANING
LEE GRAY - 07729 328299

Damon Mallinson
Damon.mallinson@sky.com / 07713136076

In Borrowdale every week
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MOUNTAINS TO CLIMB

These are dark days for the May Government. The prime minister can't seem to get a grip, and
so deadlocked are UK and EU negotiators they can't even agree when to take lunch. It's now the
end of November, and Britain has passed the half¬way mark: it's been seventeen months since
the referendum and in another sixteen, Britain is scheduled to leave. The public have grown
weary of the constant drip, drip, drip of news about Brexit and Brexit-related cabinet divisions,
leaked documents, and Government U-turns. It's a weariness that's matched only by public
pessimism. If recent poll results are correct, nearly two-thirds thought the negotiations in
Brussels were going badly and 7 per cent of those who voted to leave believed they had made
the wrong decision.
There are mountains to climb between now and next October, which is when the chief EU
negotiator insists he needs a deal on the ﬁnal tetras of the UK's departure. The clock is ticking.
Mrs May triggered Article 50 prematurely — before the cabinet was prepared to adopt a
common position and consider a common negotiating strategy. Precious time at the negotiating
table was lost as she set about attempting to forge unity at the top of her Government. And
then there was that snap election in June, when more time was lost.

It's no wonder, then, that talks were delayed — and have been stalled. Negotiators are still
struggling to resolve three issues: (1) the amount the UK owes the EU, (2) the border
arrangements between Northern Ireland and Ireland and (3) rights for UK citizens living
elsewhere in the EU and for EU citizens living in the UK. Once these issues are sorted, negotiators
will move on to what the Government calls `trade talks'. In fact, these are talks not just about
trade, but about loads of subjects pertaining to the UK's future relations with the EU. (The most
diﬃcult talks about the minute details of future UK-EU trading relations will begin only after the
UK has left the EU.)

Assuming a deal is ultimately concluded, there are several hurdles to jump. First, the European
Parliament must accept the deal. Second, at least twenty of the twenty-seven heads of
state/government, meeting in the European Council, must agree. Third, some of the EU member
states could also insist on ratifying the agreement themselves. And fourth, both houses of the
UK Parliament must approve. Parliament may be the highest of the mountains to climb.

Any number of a series of events can happen between now and 29th March 2019. Let's consider
one. Assume that the EU, in an eﬀort to discourage other EU member states from seceding,
insists on a hard, harsh or even punitive Brexit. Were that to happen, MPs could swallow hard
and vote to accept the agreement. Or they could reject it, convinced that no deal is better than
a bad deal. (Either one is likely to inﬂict substantial damage on our economy.) Alternatively, MPs
could press Mrs May to take back the letter she wrote on 29th March 2017 that triggered Article
50. Lord Kerr, who had a hand in crafting Article 50, has said that such is possible; as he put it,
We can change our mind at any stage during the process' up to 29th March 2019. If Mrs May
withdrew her letter, the UK would remain in the EU.

What will happen over the next sixteen months is anyone's guess. But there's no guessing that
there are mountains to climb. It's just a matter of taking the right path to the top.
Bruce Norton - Political Analyst for the Borrowdale News

The answer is The Chinese Bridge
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