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LINDA WILSON
CURTAINS, SOFT FURNISHINGS,

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS
Over 25 years experience, all sewing work considered

01900 822605  m. 07979 652855

F & W GREEN (KESWICK) Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

19, ESKIN STREET, KESWICK, CA12 4DQ
Contact Zoe Green on 017687 72246 (24 hours)
m. 07730 520663  e. zoegreenx@yahoo.co.uk

SALLY'S COTTAGES:
DO YOU HAVE A HOLIDAY HOME?

Let us help you achieve great bookings
Full cleaning service also available

For full information ring Sally on 017687 80571

M & K BUILDERS KESWICK LTD.
FOR ALL YOUR  BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

New Builds, Extensions, Plastering, Tiling, Roof Work,
Patios, Stonework and general Building work.

017687 73455  m. 07770 857174  or 07743 678104
e. lindagrave.lg@gmail.com 1, Irton Cottage, Isel, CA13 9ST

SIMON ROAST. HOME AND GARDEN SERVICES -
THE COMPLETE HANDYMAN SERVICE - for gardens, 

guttering, fences and hedges. Also for house repairs,
inside and outside, maintenance and painting

017687 78858  m. 07740 364751

THE KINGFISHER, TAKE AWAY FISH/CHIP & LICENSED
50 SEAT RESTAURANT. 77, Main Street, Keswick.

017687 73106. Pensioner Specials, Large Cod 
speciality, Homemade Cumberland Sausage & Pies.
Gluten free fish available. All cooked to your order.

TEXTURES, St Johns Street Keswick
QUALITY SOFT FURNISHING FABRICS

AVAILABLE ON THE ROLL -
or to order from a wide range of pattern books

017687 80304

KESWICK GARDEN MACHINERY. SALES, SERVICE REPAIRS &
HIRE. ALL MAIN DEALERS - Stihl, Viking, Husqvarna, Lawnflite.
Experienced Garden Machinery Repairs. Free local collection.

First class branded garden machinery. Over 25 years
experience.  017687 74434. sales@forestandgarden.F9.co.uk

www.keswickgardenmachinery.co.uk

STEPHEN EDMONDSON
ALL ASPECTS OF STONEWORK
www.cumbriastonework.com

Contact Stephen on 07739 278084
e. ste.edmo@hotmail.co.uk

NEED A PLUMBER?  PAUL ROWLANDS PLUMBING 
m. 07970 842604

Bathroom suites, ensuites, tiling, showers, outside taps,
tap washers, kitchen/washing machine plumbing, burst
pipes, leaks, radiators etc. paul-rowlands@outlook.com

ROB BRIGHT
PAINTER AND DECORATOR - INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

Swinside Farm
017687 78363  m. 07770 587831

e. stay@swinsidefarmhouse.co.uk

JINGLES UNISEX HAIR STUDIO
5, STANDISH STREET, KESWICK

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
Cutting, colouring and perms

017687 80001

EVERGREENS FLORIST,

PACKHORSE COURT, KESWICK

017687 74976

For every occasion and that extra special gift idea

DAVID HINDMARCH
BORROWDALE

APPLIANCES, SALES, SERVICE
Unit 5A, High Hill, Keswick

017687 77611  m. 07801 582469

JOHN YOUNG FURNISHINGS OF KESWICK
FINE FURNITURE IN KESWICK FOR OVER 125 YEARS

12/14, Main Street, Keswick
017687 74848

www.johnyoungkeswick.co.uk

NEIL BEATY
CHIMNEY SWEEP

N A C S member ROTARY SWEEPING
017687 79085 m. 07835 976030

e. beaty32@btinternet.com or Facebook

RALPH DIXON
WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

High level pure water systems
Conservatory valeting & UPVC cleaning  •  Free Quotes

Established 20 Years
Tel: 017687 71143.   mob: 07732 631732

KESWICK COMPUTER SOLUTIONS (KCS)
A professional and friendly I.T. Solution provider. We offer

Commersial and Domestic I.T. Support, website design,
digital marketing and Wifi solutions.

5 Packhouse Court. 017687 75526. info@kessolutions.co.uk
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MALCOLM WRITES...
Judith and I are not sending Christmas Cards this year - we have chosen to
communicate with our extended family and old friends by letter around Candlemas.

Why? Well I am just a tad tired by Christmas. It’s the duality of the job I find so hard
to hold. On the one side the need to party and to be generous, to remember and
to have an open door as winter grips the valley. On the other the continual struggle
to believe the most stupendous idea that man has ever tried to grasp. God (that’s
the concept of “outside time and outside the conscripts of space”) God being the
energy and the dream of all our physical experience and journey. The one seems
to drown out the other and I end up stressed!

Nevertheless we do both wish you and yours all that you hope for and a really
happy Christmas. Please do not send us cards or you might get a letter!

The exciting things are Candles and Carols and Communion. Carols all over the place
just before Christmas - aiming at every doorstep. Just a couple of carols and an
opportunity for you to give cash towards our Christmas Appeal for Jigsaw, the
Childrens’ Hospice in Carlisle. Carols plus Candles at the Parish Carol Service with seven
Lessons at Grange on Sunday 16th at 4pm. Then Carols plus Candles and Communion
at The Midnight Mass at Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite (Christmas Eve 11-30pm).

(We do need help with the Carol Singing on those four nights before Christmas -
would you be prepared to join us and come and sing?).

And then there’s The New Year. Another mixed up job of looking back and reflecting
and looking forward and hoping. Looking back one sees the unchangeable, reliable,
stable bits of life and the fickle insecure bits. We seem to survive this cocktail. Looking
forward same thing - but keep hoping and be assured there are rock like truths that do
not change - God’s love for his creation; the human's ability to forgive and grow and
the underlying delight of the place in which we live and the people whom inhabit it.

So Happy New Year,

Malcolm

SPOT THE SPOT
Where is it?  

Answer at the bottom of page 12.
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THE BORROWDALE YEWS, TAXUS BACHATA L
The Fraternal Four live just off the road to Seathwaite. Best way to visit them is to
cross the stone bridge at the beginning of the Seathwaite Road and taking 
the footpath up the beck at the base of the slope. Go through the kissing-gate and
walk up the short incline to the Yews. There is a Tree Council notice naming the
Borrowdale Yew one of the fifty great British trees.

William Wordsworth was here. His poem The Fraternal Four was inspired by our
yews. Before that the Celts noted their toxicity and general use. These four are
thought to be over one thousand five hundred years old. They have suffered the
ravages of time and climate but seem to have an amazing facility to survive if left
undisturbed. Notably the canopy may be destroyed but will develop anew.

So here you can see The Borrowdale Yews among the copse-wood. Four large trees
and many smaller ones. The largest measures seven yards in circumference.
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We have now completed the autumn run of events to help us plan how the building
will be used when it is reopened in Spring 2020. We learnt a lot and the trustees
want to thank all those who kindly presented this programme.

Funding. The local appeal stands at over thirty thousand pounds. The Garfield
Weston Trust has given us twenty thousand pounds. We have half a dozen other
applications being considered by trust funds.

The Crowd Funding Appeal has been launched by Lewis Harrison. As I write it 
stands at over four thousand pounds and it’s aiming for thirty thousand. We have
been hugely grateful to those who have given to this part of our appeal - gifts from
around the world. The key to success in this is to know people who know people.
Social media guys who have a large number of contacts. So it’s just pushing 
the story out through Facebook and every conceivable electronic network. One in
every hundred people who receive our appeal and our fantastic film, one in every
hundred will send a donation. Please look at our appeal, enjoy the film of
Borrowdale and send it to anyone and everyone you know.

Here is the connection:
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/Borrowdale-Institute-renovation
The Building Group have identified our priorities in delivering this piece of work.
So we have three phases of delivery to contract out to a builder. We shall decide
how much or how many of these phases we can deliver next August.

We are delighted that The Institute is being used more this year than usual. We
have appointed Fiona Newman as our cleaner - so that will improve things. Of
course we do say to all those who use the Institute that they should, please, leave
it as they found it. We are struggling with United Utilities to get connected to the
main water supply.

Obviously we want to get the building into tip top condition to cope with the 
next hundred years. At the same time money is tight and hard to come by. The
Trustees recently considered if some of the work might be done by volunteers.
What do you think? Stripping down, removing the Hall Ceiling, Painting and
decorating, Curtain making and of course there may be plumbers and electricians
prepared to give time and muscle to properly equip the place. Any suggestions, in
the first place, to me please.

INSTITUTE

    
  

   
  

  

Midnight Mass by Candlelight
at Saint Andrew’s, Christmas Eve 11-30pm
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NATIONAL TRUST UPDATE
Toilets update

Despite our work restoring wildlife habitats, repairing paths and people’s homes
in Borrowdale, we always end up talking about toilets at some point! You might
have noticed we were able to keep the public toilets open longer this winter than
in previous years. The toilet block at Seatoller which we took on when the council
couldn’t fund them any more has been refurbished and (building works allowing)
hopefully opened up for the Christmas to New Year period. Rosthwaite toilets,
which we also took on from the council, have been open every weekend in
November & December. Watendlath toilets have been open when the café in the
hamlet is open.

All the toilet blocks are now closed for January, when many B&Bs take the
opportunity to close too, and all will be re-opened for the February half term holiday.

Managing the woodlands
Winter is the best time for managing the woodlands and hedgerows, while the
trees are dormant. You might have spotted the foresters and rangers at work
thinning the woodland edges, along the Borrowdale Road, making it easier for the
bus and high vehicles to navigate the corners. Thinning also allows more light to
the woodland floor, encouraging native wildflowers and butterflies. You can read
our woodland management plan online at www.forestplans.co.uk/borrowdale-
woodlands 

The last time we cut back overhanging trees on Borrowdale Road, 
Stagecoach lent us a bus for the day’
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Derwent Digital & Wireless Ltd
Wifi, broadband, fibre & phones, 

structured cabling, internet security, CCTV 
Helping you get better connected

T: 017687 74684  E: Info@derwentdigital.com
www.derwentdigital.com

HIGH HILL AUTOMOTIVE Ltd. FORD SPECIALISTS
SOUTHEY HILL TRADING EST. KESWICK

Sales, Service, Repairs. 8.30-5.30 (Sat: 9-1)

Sunday Car Sales - Ring: 017687 74894

SHARP EDGE CONSTRUCTION
Building & Plastering, Extensions, New Build, 

Conversions, Roofing, Plumbing, Heating
All aspects of building work undertaken
Tel: 017687 75375   07912 37584

Email: info@sharpedgeconstruction.com

AGA/RAYBURN COOKER - MAINTENANCE

Heating Boilers, Stoves and Plumbing

PHONE - Mike 07906217276

www.snug-heating.co.uk

LOGS FOR SALE

Contact Craig Fearon:

017687 77298 or 07792 043080

Any size order.

SKYLINE AERIALS
Ariel and Satellite Installation and repair service,

Freeview, Freesat, Same day Sky TV Repairs,
TV wall mounting, phone line extensions, extra TV points

Damon Mallinson
Damon.mallinson@sky.com / 07713136076

HORSBURGH GARDEN SERVICES
All your gardening needs, free delivery, 

of compost, bark and top soil.
Tel: 07739 206453

Bowder Stone Steps
The wooden steps have come to the end of their natural life, so we’ve had to
remove them for visitor safety.  A planning application is about to go in for the new
steps, which we’re commissioning from Cumbria-based Chris Brammel, who
created the new steps at Claife Viewing Station on Windermere. The plan is to have
the new steps in place by Easter.
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BORROWDALE PARISH COUNCIL
Planning applications

The Lake District National Park is changing how it consults on planning applications.
Previously, they would send a letter to the neighbours of anyone applying for
planning permission, as well as putting notices up on gates, trees, telegraph poles,
etc. In the future, it’s just going to be the notices; we will not get letters any more.
So that people aren’t taken by surprise, we’d advise you to keep an eye out for
those notices – and check every so often even if you think it’s an old notice, because
it might not be! And of course, the person applying for the planning permission
can just mention it to their neighbours or put a note through the door.

If you have internet, planning applications can be viewed at www.lakedistrict.
gov.uk/planning/planning-application-search-tool

Planning applications are also discussed at the Parish Council Meetings, which
happen every two months at the Borrowdale Institute. If any applications come up
and we don’t have a meeting planned before the deadline for comments, we do it
by email or a meeting of the Planning Sub-Committee, or in some cases such as
the Honister Zip Wire applications (congratulations Joe and the team!) we’ll have
a special meeting. All Parish Council meetings are open to the public.

Your Councillors
Your Parish Councillors are:

• David Hindmarch, Rosthwaite (Chairman, Planning, Institute)
• Freda Chapman, Rosthwaite (Vice-Chair, Affordable Housing, Seathwaite

Parking)
• Trevor Dowson, Rosthwaite (Planning)
• Nigel Dixon, Seatoller (Planning)
• Andrew Webb, Grange (Planning)
• Pete Barron, Rosthwaite (Planning)
• Andy Roberts, Troutdale 

Vacancy on the Parish Council
There is presently one vacancy on the Parish Council. If you would be interested in
serving the community in this way, please contact one of the councillors listed
above, or email the Parish Clerk, Becx Carter, on clerk@borrowdale.org.uk.

Freda Chapman
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FARMERS' DINNER

Carols and Lessons by Candlelight
Holy Trinity, Grange

Sunday 16th December. 4pm
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OTTER OR MINK ?
Both of these animals share the same river habitat and have been seen locally, 
but are sightings Mink or Otter?

Otter
Larger than Mink, 95 - 130cm long. Light brown coat with paler underside. Large
tail which is flat and broad at the base. The muzzle is broad and similar to that of
a dog. The head is large and flattened, and only the head and part of the tail are
visible when swimming. Freshwater otters are largely nocturnal, secretive and shy.
Feeds on fish.

Mink
Smaller than Otter, 42 - 65cm long. Glossy dark brown fur looking almost black,
sometimes white markings on chin/throat. Short, fluffy tail and ferret-like with a
pointed muzzle. Swims with head and body high out of the water. Can be seen day
or night and is more brazen, may continue in the presence of humans. Eats water
birds, fish and small mammals and has a reputation for being ferocious.
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SNIPPETS
Hal Fowler gave a wonderful concert to a full church in Grange on 27th October.
Songs of the Wanderer and he carried us all along his way. This raised just one
thousand pounds for the PCC to present to The Institute Restoration Work.

Wonderful small group of people agree to clean Saint Andrew’s each week. We
could do with a couple more - any volunteers ring 77671.

When the bridal carriage appeared in Grange only a few spectators could remember
when Princess Louise arrived to give King’s How to the Nation. 

Sometimes they buy ‘em sometimes they sell ‘em. Our farmers have hit near on ten
thousand pound for buying and selling tups this year. So the money goes round.

Craig helped us understand the dentures of a Herdwick at the fascinating talk “From
Grass to Garment” or “From Ewe to You”

On the 23rd September we baptised Harry Phillips, son of Louise and Andy at Holy
Trinity.

Then we had some weddings ...
Matthew Melling married Eleanor Squibb on28th July at Holy Trinity
Richard Baird married Angela Parsons on 27th August at Holy Trinity
Lewis Comber married Ellen Hindmarsh at Saint Andrew’s on September 1st.
Paul Crotty married Jill Carr on 6th October at Holy Trinity - she arrived in a carriage!

To finish where we started: Hal Fowler will sing at the Christmas Day Service at
Holy Trinity, Grange, 10-30 am
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EVENTS IN THE VALLEY
2nd December 10-30 am Saint Andrew’s, StonethwIte.

4 pm Evensong at Holy Trinity, Grange.
9th December 10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange.
16th December 10-30 am Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite.

4 pm Evensong at Holy Trinity, Grange.
17th December 3 pm Borrowdale Story Group meets at Bybeck.
21st December 6 pm Carol Singing in Grange and district (Borrowdale Story.)
22nd December 6 pm Carol Singing, Rosthwaite (Institute)
23rd December 10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange.

6 pm Carol Singing Up Valley (Seatoller)
24th December 6-15 pm Carol Singing round the Hotels (Borrowdale Gates)

11-30 pm Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite. Midnight Mass by candle light with a 
noggin to follow.

25th December 10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange. Carols and Communion.
30th December 10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange. CAKE SUNDAY.

4 pm Evensong at Grange.

Contacts:
Vicar: Charles Hope. 017687 75855. charleshope@btopenworld.com. Mobile: 07884 070619

Head Teacher: Borrowdale C of E School. Ralf Smits. 77686. ralfsmits@keswick.cumbria.sch.uk

Chairman of the Parish Council: David Hindmarch. 77611. hndiddy1@hotmail.co.uk

Editor Borrowdale News: 
Chairman of Borrowdale Story: David Woodthorpe. 77828. woodthorpe475@btinternet.com

Spot the Spot answer - Middlehow, Rosthwaite

Notice to all Readers
Please support those 
who advertise in The

Borrowdale News. 

Without them 
we could 

not publish

Notice to Advertisers
Please accept our thanks.

Your co-operation is
appreciated. 

We look forward to seeing
you in the New Year and 

collecting your cash!


