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Dear Friends, 
 
Things are moving so fast. When I wrote my ‘bit’ for the 
News it was correct. But last night, in order for effective 
social distancing and to minimise the risk of cross 
contamination, the Prime Minister has ordered us into 
‘lockdown’, including the closure of places of worship. 
 
In solidarity with churches across the land, I am therefore 
closing, Keswick St John’s, Holy Trinity and St. Andrew’s 
to everyone. Public prayers will not be said in church. But 
prayer carries on.  
 
Please pray at home! Remember friends and neighbours 
in your thoughts and prayers. Remember also all who 
serve and care for us at this time, from nurses to delivery 
drivers and shop workers; from doctors to bin men. 
Remember your neighbours be they farmer or hotelier, 
home worker or retired.  
 
Find ways of looking out for each other. Ring someone 
every day – not just your neighbours and family, but 
perhaps someone who you have not spoken to for over 
six months or a year. In different ways everyone can do 
something, even whilst we are physically isolated! 
 
For those on email, I am sending out a newsletter and 
prayer sheet (by post for those who aren’t on email and 
ask for it.). 
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There is also the Church of England daily prayer app – 
google it and follow the link. You can access this via the 
web, amazon fire-sticks, tablet and mobile phones. There 
is also plenty of on-line worship and prayer materials.  
 
From next week I will be organising Prayer and Bible 
study groups by Zoom / FaceTime / skype. Let me know 
and I will make sure you are included. I will also be 
uploading a service each week from St John’s to the 
Keswick St John’s Facebook page. If you are having 
problems with technology, I have some volunteers who 
can talk you through it. 
 
Church as a physical gathering of people may be 
suspended due to this virus. Strip away the veneer and 
what is there? Still the Church of God as a community of 
people of faith, exploring faith, curious about faith, now 
gathers in different ways, and it carries on!   
 
In different ways, being positive at this time, we all have 
time to reflect on life and ask ourselves what really 
matters. We can all reflect and explore these questions, 
as how we live our lives for the next period of time (as yet 
undefined) is going to be very different. 
 
There are many phone networks in the valley and the 
town. But if I can be of any help in any way, please 
contact me. 
 
May God bless you and guard you! 
 
 
The Revd Charles Hope 


