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DAVIES TAXIS OF KESWICK
017687 72676 www.daviestaxis.co.uk

ESTABLISHED ‘65 - dog friendly, 8 Seater minibus
available, any distance, scenic tours,

deliveries and contract work, credit cards accepted.

THE BIRDS’ BISTRO, PENRUDDOCK
Cumbria’s wild bird and red squirrel feeding specialists. 

Free delivery to Borrowdale on Wednesdays (min order £25)
Shop open 7 days per week. 

Tel: 017684 83100 
Email: info@thebirdsbistro.co.uk  www.thebirdsbistro.co.uk

Clear Choice Window Cleaning
Providing the area with a

professional service for 30 years.
Call for a quotation, Fully insured. 

Mobile: 07402 565454

M & K BUILDERS KESWICK LTD.
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

New Builds, Extensions, Plastering, Tiling, Roof Work,
Patios, Stonework and general Building work.

t: 017687 73455 m: 07770 857174 or 07743 678104
e: lindagrave.lg@gmail.com 1 Irton Cottage, Isel, CA13 9ST

SIMON ROAST. HOME AND GARDEN SERVICES -
THE COMPLETE HANDYMAN SERVICE - for gardens, 

guttering, fences and hedges. Also for house repairs,
inside and outside, maintenance and painting

t: 017687 78858  m: 07740 364751

LOGS FOR SALE

Contact Craig Fearon:

017687 77298 or 07792 043080

Any size order.

Derwent Digital & Wireless Ltd
Wifi, broadband, fibre & phones, 

structured cabling, internet security, CCTV 
Helping you get better connected

T: 017687 74684  E: Info@derwentdigital.com
www.derwentdigital.com

KESWICK GARDEN MACHINERY. SALES, SERVICE REPAIRS &
HIRE. ALL MAIN DEALERS - Stihl, Viking, Husqvarna, Lawnflite.

Experienced Garden Machinery Repairs. Free local collection.
First class branded garden machinery. Over 25 years experience. 

T: 017687 74434  E: forestandgardencumbria@gmail.com
www.keswickgardenmachinery.co.uk

STEPHEN EDMONDSON
ALL ASPECTS OF STONEWORK
www.cumbriastonework.com

Contact Stephen on 07739 278084
e: ste.edmo@hotmail.co.uk

SHARP EDGE CONSTRUCTION
Building & Plastering, Extensions, 
New Build, Conversions, Roofing

All aspects of building work undertaken
Tel: 017687 75375  07912 37584

Email: info@sharpedgeconstruction.com

HORSBURGH GARDEN SERVICES
All your gardening needs, free delivery, 

of compost, bark and top soil.
Tel: 07739 206453

JINGLES UNISEX HAIR STUDIO
5 STANDISH STREET, KESWICK

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
Cutting, colouring and perms

017687 80001

EVERGREENS FLORIST,

PACKHORSE COURT, KESWICK

017687 74976

For every occasion and that extra special gift idea

SKYLINE AERIALS
Ariel and Satellite Installation and repair service,

Freeview, Freesat, Same day Sky TV Repairs,
TV wall mounting, phone line extensions, extra TV points

Damon Mallinson
Damon.mallinson@sky.com / 07713 136076

HIGH HILL AUTOMOTIVE Ltd. FORD SPECIALISTS
SOUTHEY HILL TRADING EST. KESWICK

Sales, Service, Repairs. 8.30-5.30 (Sat: 9-1)

Sunday Car Sales - Ring: 017687 74894

NEIL BEATY
CHIMNEY SWEEP

N A C S member ROTARY SWEEPING
t: 017687 79085  m: 07835 976030

e: beaty32@btinternet.com or Facebook

RALPH DIXON
WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

High level pure water systems
Conservatory valeting & UPVC cleaning • Free Quotes

Established 20 Years
Tel: 017687 71143  Mob: 07732 631732

AGA/RAYBURN COOKER - MAINTENANCE

Heating Boilers, Stoves and Plumbing

PHONE - Mike 07906 217276

www.snug-heating.co.uk
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Malcolm Writes...
As we come to Christmas we want to thank everyone for their love and mutual support
over the last year - this is what makes Borrowdale so special.

Worship at Christmas
Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite. Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight Mass - starting outside
with Carols.

Holy Trinity, Grange. Carols (outside) and Communion - a half hour service for everyone/all
the family at 10am, 11am & 12 am

FOR ALL THESE SERVICES - PLEASE RING 017687 77671.

To book a pew, a seat (your safety demands distance seating and face masks).

(All Services are subject to possible last minute changes due to circumstances beyond
anyone’s control - if in doubt ring 77671 or 75855).

Money at Christmas
Our Church normally gives three and a half thousand pounds divided between the
Childrens’ Hospice in Carlisle, the Leprosy Mission and Cancer Research, each year. Most
of this money is raised at The Christmas Carol Singing, The Marjorie Roscamp Coffee
Morning and The Valley Arts Weekend. None of these have been able to take place and we
know what a desperate state the three charities are in. At the same time our Churches have
been closed for near on six months this year and our income has been seriously depleted.

At this time of giving we would ask you to consider making a cash donation at Christmas to
be divided between these four causes - Leprosy, Cancer, Children’s Hospice and our church
fund. Please use the enclosed envelope and drop it off in church or with one of us. All
Church Collections in December will be put towards what we hope will be a fund of four
thousand pounds.

There will also be baskets, throughout December, in both the churches for gifts to our Food
Bank.

So yup: Christmas is not cancelled. We believe God gave us light and hope at Bethlehem.
Please join us in giving light and hope both in attending church and using the attached
envelope to bring light and hope to our charities. Our Church is committed to giving light
and hope to everyone!

Happy Christmas and a very expectant New Year. 

Charles & Malcolm

The Editorial Group
Over the last four years Gill Bulch has worked on developing and publishing our Borrowdale
News as Artistic Designer. She has been all of that but so much more. Brim full of good ideas
and then meticulous in delivery. She has been a joy to work with, but now she is retiring
and we are looking for a replacement. Is it you ?
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School News
Things are going really well at school, despite all the Covid related challenges. Like
everywhere else, it has been a very different year than any before. 

2020 was a year like any other until everything changed on 23rd March. This is when the
government told all schools to shut their doors to pupils and to start facilitating learning
remotely whilst at home. 

What many people forget is that the schools never really
shut completely. In April and May the schools in the
Keswick area worked together to support ‘priority
children’ (children who are vulnerable or whose parents
are key workers). Staff from all local schools, including
Borrowdale School, worked together at the ‘hub’ which
was accommodated in the hall at St Herbert’s School. 

In June and July the school was open to pupils in Year 6,
Year 3 and Year 1, whilst all other pupils were learning
remotely. There were no SATs, no residentials, church
services or performances. It was a very strange end to
the school year. 

The September restart felt like a new start in so many ways. Staff had made many changes
eg. new classroom organisation, new staff and a new book-based school curriculum. These
changes were not Covid-19 driven, but improvements that were already in the pipeline.

Covid-19 has of course forced extra changes into the way we do things at school. We now
operate as much as we can in three separate ‘bubbles’. Everything gets cleaned every day,
children’s temperatures are taken before entering the school and hands are washed and
sanitised often. The result of these (and other) measures is that the school has not had a
positive case of Covid-19, however, some households have had to self-isolate.

We are much better prepared to support home learning
then when the schools first had to shut down. At
Borrowdale School we are completely ready to switch to
remote learning immediately should we be struck with
Covid-19. All children have their ‘own’ iPad in the school
and they can be taken home to support them.

The school currently has 34 pupils, of whom 8 live in
Borrowdale. We managed to recruit three new staff in the
summer who have settled in well, and with the increased
staffing, the school has the capacity to help the children
even better. With a ratio of about 1 adult per 5 children, we
are really very well resourced to support every child in their
learning and through this difficult time.

Ralf Smit
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Tourism in 2020 and Beyond
2020 has been a strange and difficult year here in the valley. Perhaps the biggest impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic has been felt by those who rely on tourism for their livelihood.

With businesses closed and no visitors, the silence was eery. Whilst the Government’s
financial support helped, the loss of
business has been devastating to so many
of our small, family run businesses.
Thankfully, when lockdown was lifted,
visitors returned in large numbers, yet
businesses who had worked hard to meet
Covid secure guidelines and re-open were
still running at well below their normal
capacity. We saw a different type of
visitor, some of whom brought with them
challenges, but they were in the minority
and if there is one positive to take from all this, it is that many of those first-time visitors
have said that they will definitely return in the future. The rule of 6, the Tier system and
the second lockdown brought with them yet more financial concerns.

As we approach the end of the year, businesses are asking what the future will hold. The
answer is – we just don’t know. The news of a vaccine is giving us all hope and as far as
tourism is concerned, the staycation seems set to stay. How well tourism businesses are
able to take advantage of this depends on what restrictions are put into place.

For my part, I am optimistic. As a community we have faced many challenges over the years
and have come out the other side better and stronger. In my role at Keswick Tourism
Association, I will continue to lobby Government to ensure the tourism industry gets the
support it needs and thrives again in 2021.

Vanessa Metcalfe
Tourism Manager, Keswick Tourism Association

Spot the Spot... 
where is this?

Answer at the bottom of page 12.
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National Trust Update
Sorry we've missed some updates this year - we've been quite stretched. The good news is
that most of the ranger team are back now.

Hydroelectricty project at Combe Gill

We completed construction work in early Autumn. The turbine, from Gilkes of Kendal, was
installed in the powerhouse, and we've been reinstating the ground that was disturbed by
the installation of the pipe and the access track to the intake high up on the fell.

The reinstatement has gone well, despite challenging weather conditions. We've used coir
matting (natural fibre) to stabilise some areas of steep banking and seeded the ground with
a fell mix.

The final phase of the project will be to connect to the National Grid. We're waiting on a date
from Electricity Northwest, and we hope to have it up and running early in the new year.

Garry Sharples, project manager, says "As ever, thanks for putting up with the disruption 
to the path and vehicle deliveries on
the roads. We always welcome any
thoughts or feedback on how our
project looks. It will still look a little
raw this winter, but after a few
season's growth we're confident there
will be no lasting impacts."

Once it's up and running the scheme
will generate approximately 765,000
kWh of electricity per year - enough
for around 230 homes.

Combe Gill Powerhouse with
Gilkes 225 kW turbine and
genorator installed.
Photos: Gary Sharples

6 months
after physical

restoration

Route of buried
penstock pipe

Coir matting used
to help stabilise
the steeper
sections of hillside



7

Working in Borrowdale through a global pandemic

Roy Henderson, Area Ranger for Borrowdale, writes “In April and May, with the majority of
National Trust staff furloughed and being the only one left on the ground working in
Borrowdale, I spent my time working on the reinstatement at the Combe Gill hydro scheme.
It then switched as people were allowed to travel any distance to exercise, and when people
were allowed to stay overnight the pressure increased again.

It was great to see people back and visitors are
the lifeblood of the Lake District, but with a small
minority of people leaving huge amounts of
rubbish I spent most of my time cleaning up the
mess and talking to illegal campers. I was getting
a large trailer full of litter every Saturday and
again every Sunday. I know a lot of locals from
Keswick and Borrowdale have been litter picking
and cleaning up abandoned picnics and
campfires. I'd like to say a huge thank you to
everyone for helping.

I had some help and support from the National Park Rangers and the police during this 
time were brilliant. We found a great way to contact the police for non-urgent issues was
to take a photograph and email 101emails@cumbria.police.uk (their non-emergency email
address). PC Thistlethwaite who was based at Keswick was brilliant and it was great having
police based locally again.

Like many organisations, we're having to make difficult decisions to save money during
these challenging times. It's very hard seeing colleagues leaving, but the majority of the
ranger team are staying so we'll continue to work in the valley keeping paths open,
protecting wildlife habitats and get back to working with farmers and residents. I'm looking
forward to a more normal year next year.

Rubbish cleared from near Rosthwaite.
Photo: National Trust Sarah Anderson

The Builders are hard at it. By the time you read this the original building will have been
stripped out, ready for ‘everything new’ and the extension will be roofed in. Walkers of
Cockermouth are the Builders and Adrian and John are representing the Trustees as work
process. We have two wedding Bookings - under consideration.

I hope to draw together three groups, three small groups, after Christmas to decide on
details in The Hall, The Community Room, The Herdwick Suite.

Can you help - would you consider joining one of the groups? We still need £32,000.00
to complete the job.

Can you help?
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The Old Mill
On Combe Ghyll (aka Comb Gill) stands the Old Mill. This building and some of its parts
have contributed significantly to the history of Borrowdale Valley since it was built in 1546.
A plaque on the rear of the building
explains that it was used to grind corn
grown in the valley.  It was mentioned
in a Will in 1727, and that the (current)
wheel probably dates from about
1800.

At some time during its existence it
was purportedly used for a period as a
sawmill for the quarry and is in fact
shown on a 1947 Ordnance Survey
map as a Saw Mill.

In the early 1930s the wheel was procured by Betty’s father, Frederick Walker of Ellers (now
called High Close) in Grange. He installed it in the beck which runs through the land adjacent
to the house. Its purpose was to produce 10 volt Direct Current electricity for the house. It
was quite a feat of engineering for a private individual to set up such a sophisticated power
station. The footings and various bits of cast iron cogs remain to this day on the site.

The wheel continued to generate
electricity until Grange was
connected to the National Grid in
around 1955. The supply of
electricity to the valley was a three
phase (pun) project which took
several years and was not without
much controversy. The newly
nationalised supplier, The North
West Electricity Board, wanted to
put pylons throughout the valley
on the basis of cost and contended

that it was far too expensive for just 120 homes to lay underground cables. The cost was
estimated at £30,000, equivalent to a little over £1,000,000 today, or £8,000 per home;
money they didn’t expect to get a return on! Friends supported by two local MPs (Peart
and Vane) refused the argument and there is a passioned plea reported in Hansard dated
14th November 1951 where they remind the Minister for Fuel and Power that the national
Board made £27,000,000 profit!  They won but it took four more years.

Soon afterwards the wheel was returned to The Old Mill and refurbished along with the
building itself which was reportedly in a ruined state, by the leaseholders Donald and Nancy
Murray. The old millstones were retained and remain a feature near the entrance to the
building. This couple eventually bought the building in the late 1990s from Joe Weir who
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owned Chapel Farm (of which The Old Mill was a part) at that time. After their deaths the
building passed down to the children, Janet and Roger Murray and more recently to Janet’s
son Thomas. The Murray’s were keen rock climbers and fell walkers and regularly led parties
of enthusiasts who would be bunked in the Old Mill. I was recently invited into the building
and was surprised at its size, brightness and neat layout. It was a bit like entering the Tardis!
I was surprised to see so much sleeping accommodation. I understand that there were
sometimes as many as 16 bunks in the building. Very cosy!

The Old Mill is still in regular use so we hope that the rapidly increasing number of
photographer visitors respect the building, its occupants and its historical value.

David Woodthorpe

On the Spot... with Nigel Dixon 
1. Global or Local view of life?

Local view
2. Film, Concert, play or

Sofa?  None of these, prefer
sport on TV

3.  Introvert or Extrovert?   Extrovert
4.  Computer / Internet / or

Dictionary and Pen?   Computer
5.  Holiday: Scottish Lochs, Skiing or

Ibiza partying in the sun?   None
of these, prefer winter sun in
Lanzarote

6.  Looking back or planning forward?   Planning forward
7.  Had to spend an hour with : Vicar / Banker / Lawyer?   Vicar - as long as its not

Malcolm! 😉
8.  Hot curry or Roast Dinner?  Trish’s Roast dinner
9.  The Borrowdale News: waste of space or marvellous?   Marvellous
10. Cup of tea / coffee / a pint or G & T?   A pint
11. Bracing walk / good book / Twitter or Facebook?  Bracing walk or riding my bike
12. Favourite holiday destination?   Lanzarote every time
13. First car / van?   Vauxhall Corsa
14. Favourite TV programme / film?   Anything on Sky Sports (Except Pay per View!)
15. Favourite Borrowdale view?  Castle Crag
16. What would you spend a lottery win on?  Early retirement in Spain
17. If you weren't in hospitality what other profession would you have liked to have been

in?  Followed in the families footsteps in farming
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Snippets 
Top People take The Times - but only a few of us get our photograph in The Times.

Here is a lovely Sofa that came to visit The Institute
and forgot to go away. Who is the Owner and will he
or she get one of those much sought after Thank You
letters from....

David Jackson is cooking the Turkeys and a couple of
helpers will deliver A free Christmas Lunch to 14-16
people on Tuesday 22nd December, living in the
Rosthwaite area. This is instead of the Christmas Lunch
at The Borrowdale and its really for SOBs (can anyone remember what one of them is?).
Got the Turkeys given, just looking for a few bob to buy in the Pudding, Vegetables and bits
and bobs. (Cash to Malcolm please).

Road side photograph Snippets was there for no good reason.
Was up on the back road by The Bield in Grange and was
advised to keep his distance. 

Lavatories are a 24 hours, 7 days and 8 months of the year
requirement. What do hedgehogs do? We all need to learn -
specially in Grange.

Snippets is told that the Old Vicar is going to sing Carols round
the valley before Christmas. He does not expect anyone to
join him and he won’t beg for The Hospice. He just wants 
to keep the tradition going and make a noise.

My last sentence in my “bit” of the last “B” News was snipped!

It said the story of the children in Holy Trinity in 1978 who’d been collecting litter, was written
by Win Cox.

I asked if anyone remembered her?

Where had she lived, and any ideas of who the little ones might have been?

One good thing from THE virus is a befriender of those who like a chat has contacts with
Violet Taylors daughter - Doreen.

I wrote about Violets tea rooms at Riverside Cottage and her son George William dying in
Burma in 1944.

Doreen is his much younger sister - only 9 years old in 1944 she remembers helping with
the teas and has now seen the bit in The Borrowdale News.

Patricia Roscamp



JOHN HUNTER ROOFING CONTRACTORS

Slating and Flat Roofing Specialist
All work fully guaranteed

Tel: 07808 953985 or 07764 357812
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With the easing of the restrictions of
lockdown, Skiddaw U3A is restarting
many of its activities again so if you 
are retired or semi-retired and want 
to stay active, learn new things and
make new friends, visit our website
www.skiddawu3a.co.uk or contact
Tony Marsh on 017687 72137

SkiDDAW

Retired or semi-retired and want to
stay active, learn new things 

and make new friends? 
Join Skiddaw U3A

F & W GREEN (KESWICK) Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

19 ESKIN STREET, KESWICK, CA12 4DQ
Contact Zoe Green on 017687 72246 (24 hours)
m: 07730 520663  e: zoegreenx@yahoo.co.uk

TEXTURES, St Johns Street Keswick
QUALITY SOFT FURNISHING FABRICS

AVAILABLE ON THE ROLL -
or to order from a wide range of pattern books

017687 80304

JOHN YOUNG FURNISHINGS OF KESWICK
FINE FURNITURE IN KESWICK FOR OVER 125 YEARS

12/14 Main Street, Keswick
017687 74848

www.johnyoungkeswick.co.uk

NEED A PLUMBER? m. 07970 842604
PAUL ROWLANDS PLUMBING (Keswick)

Bathroom suites, ensuites, tiling, showers, outside taps, tap
washers, kitchen/washing machine plumbing, burst pipes,
leaks, radiators etc. paulrowlandsplumbing@gmail.com

KESWICK COMPUTER SOLUTIONS (KCS)
A professional and friendly I.T. Solution provider. We offer

Commersial and Domestic I.T. Support, website design,
digital marketing and Wifi solutions.

Unit 2 The Loft, Braithwaite CA12 5RY. 
017687 75526. info@kessolutions.co.uk

KESWICK WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE

Traditional Window Cleaner - all work done from
ladders, frames and sills cleaned.

Lee Gray - 07956 558929

GRETA MOTOR BODY WORKS
Southey Hill, Trading Estate.Keswick

E: sales@gretabodyworks.co.uk T: 017687 72104
Bodywork, tryres, air conditioning, wheels

alignment/tracking. Batteries and Restorations.

THE KINGFISHER, TAKE AWAY FISH/CHIP & LICENSED
50 SEAT RESTAURANT. 77 Main Street, Keswick.
t: 017687 73106. Pensioner Specials, Large Cod 

speciality, Homemade Cumberland Sausage & Pies.
Gluten free fish available. All cooked to your order.

DAVID HINDMARCH
BORROWDALE

APPLIANCES, SALES, SERVICE
Unit 5A, High Hill, Keswick

t: 017687 77611  m: 07801 582469

ROB BRIGHT
PAINTER AND DECORATOR - INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

Swinside Farm
t: 017687 78363  m: 07770 587831
e: stay@swinsidefarmhouse.co.uk

SALLY'S COTTAGES:
DO YOU HAVE A HOLIDAY HOME?

Let us help you achieve great bookings
Full cleaning service also available

For full information ring Sally on 017687 80571

Please support all
those who kindly 
advertise in The

Borrowdale News
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Worship
Who knows? Depends on the Government, but both Churches will be Open for Private Prayer
and many of us will be “Churching It” at home or on the hill. There will be worship in the Valley
on Sundays because:
1. God has been remembered every Sunday in Grange since the Monks arrived in the ninth

century. The Pandemic does not silence us.
2. Things are dark and grim: people feel lonely and beat - but some of us still hang on to hope,

life and laughter.
3. We do this to remind ourselves of, and to help us become, “Community”, and anyway we like

singing!
Sundays at 10am December 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th and January 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st.
All at Holy Trinity, Grange either: Hymns in the Churchyard or Outside Hymns in Churchyard and
Inside Sermon and Communion.
Christmas Lunch will be delivered free to homes in Rosthwaite and environs on Tuesday 22nd
December between 12-15pm and 12-45pm. If you would like to be included or could recommend
someone ring 77671.
Carol Singing. No formal Carol Singing this year. No choir. No Collection but 3 Carols and a
Blessing on Wednesday 23rd December at: 6pm. Grange: on the Green. 6-30pm The Institute:
Car Park. 6-45pm Middle Howe: on the Green. 7-15pm The Langthwaite: Outside. 7-35pm
Mountain View: Out back. 7-50pm Seatoller House. 8.-15pm Seathwaite.
Midnight Mass. 11-30pm Christmas Eve. Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite - by Candle Light.
Christmas Day. Holy Trinity Church Grange. 2 Carols Outside, Bible Reading and Sermon. Holy
Communion. (Half an hour) at 10am, 11am, 12am.
if you wish to attend midnight or Christmas Day please book a pew by ringing 017687 77671.
Every precaution is taken to ensure your safety.
Other events: 
8th December. 10am Editorial Meeting at Northside.
9th December. 7pm Institute Trustees Meeting by Zoom.
25th January 12 noon Copy Date. Borrowdale News.
Visit Of Fitzwilliam Quartet, Possible Hal Fowler Concert, Dedication of Organ at Saint Andrew’s,
visit of Guadiamus Choir and lots more!
Dates Forward:
Planning: Official Opening of the Restored Institute. Valley Arts Weekend. Farmers’ Service and
Dinner. And a lot more........

Contacts:
Vicar: Charles Hope. 017687 75855. charleshope@btopenworld.com. Mobile: 07884 070619
Head Teacher: Borrowdale C of E School. Ralf Smits. 77686. head@borrowdale.cumbria.sch.uk
Chairman of the Parish Council: David Hindmarch. 77611. hndiddy1@hotmail.co.uk
Editor of Borrowdale News: Malcolm Stonestreet. 77671. malcolmstonestreet@gmail.com
Chairman of Borrowdale Story: David Woodthorpe. 77828. woodthorpe475@btinternet.com
Chairman of The Borrowdale institute: Malcolm Stonestreet. 77671.
malcolmstonestreet@gmail.com  
institute Bookings: Info@borrowdale-institute.com

Spot the Spot answer -  The village sign


