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"Looking downriver" by Gill Bulch
Sponsors for The Borrowdale News 2021 - The Scafell Hotel

THE bIRDS’ bISTRO, PENRuDDOCK

DAVIES TAXIS OF KESwICK
017687 72676 www.daviestaxis.co.uk
ESTABLISHED ‘65 - dog friendly, 8 Seater minibus
available, any distance, scenic tours,
deliveries and contract work, credit cards accepted.

Cumbria’s wild bird and red squirrel feeding specialists.
Free delivery to Borrowdale on Wednesdays (min order £25)
Shop open 7 days per week.

Tel: 017684 83100

Email: info@thebirdsbistro.co.uk www.thebirdsbistro.co.uk

Clear Choice window Cleaning

M & K buILDERS KESwICK LTD.
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
New Builds, Extensions, Plastering, Tiling, Roof Work,
Patios, Stonework and general Building work.
t: 017687 73455 m: 07770 857174 or 07743 678104
e: lindagrave.lg@gmail.com 1 Irton Cottage, Isel, CA13 9ST

Providing the area with a
professional service for 30 years.
Call for a quotation, Fully insured.
Mobile: 07402 565454

F & w GREEN (KESwICK) Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
19 ESKIN STREET, KESWICK, CA12 4DQ
Contact Zoe Green on 017687 72246 (24 hours)
m: 07730 520663 e: zoegreenx@yahoo.co.uk

LOGS FOR SALE

Contact Craig Fearon:

017687 77298 or 07792 043080
Any size order.

Derwent Digital & wireless Ltd

Helping you get better connected
T: 017687 74684 E: Info@derwentdigital.com
www.derwentdigital.com

KESwICK GARDEN MACHINERY. SALES, SERVICE REPAIRS &
HIRE. ALL MAIN DEALERS - Stihl, Viking, Husqvarna, Lawnﬂite.
Experienced Garden Machinery Repairs. Free local collection.
First class branded garden machinery. Over 25 years experience.
T: 017687 74434 E: forestandgardencumbria@gmail.com
www.keswickgardenmachinery.co.uk

THE KINGFISHER, TAKE AWAY FISH/CHIP & LICENSED
50 SEAT RESTAURANT. 77 Main Street, Keswick.
t: 017687 73106. Pensioner Specials, Large Cod
speciality, Homemade Cumberland Sausage & Pies.
Gluten free ﬁsh available. All cooked to your order.

JINGLES uNISEX HAIR STuDIO
5 STANDISH STREET, KESWICK
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
Cutting, colouring and perms
017687 80001

Wiﬁ, broadband, ﬁbre & phones,
structured cabling, internet security, CCTV

SALLY'S COTTAGES:
DO YOU HAVE A HOLIDAY HOME?
Let us help you achieve great bookings
Full cleaning service also available
For full information ring Sally on 017687 80571

STEPHEN EDMONDSON
ALL ASPECTS OF STONEWORK
www.cumbriastonework.com
Contact Stephen on 07739 278084
e: ste.edmo@hotmail.co.uk

NEED A PLUMBER? m. 07970 842604
PAuL ROwLANDS PLuMbING (Keswick)
Bathroom suites, ensuites, tiling, showers, outside taps, tap
washers, kitchen/washing machine plumbing, burst pipes,
leaks, radiators etc. paulrowlandsplumbing@gmail.com

EVERGREENS FLORIST,

PACKHORSE COURT, KESWICK
017687 74976

For every occasion and that extra special gift idea

NEIL bEATY
CHIMNEY SwEEP
N A C S member ROTARY SWEEPING
t: 017687 79085 m: 07835 976030
e: beaty32@btinternet.com or Facebook

HIGH HILL AuTOMOTIVE Ltd. FORD SPECIALISTS
SOUTHEY HILL TRADING EST. KESWICK
Sales, Service, Repairs. 8.30-5.30 (Sat: 9-1)
Sunday Car Sales - Ring: 017687 74894

DAVID HINDMARCH
BORROWDALE
APPLIANCES, SALES, SERVICE
Unit 5A, High Hill, Keswick
t: 017687 77611 m: 07801 582469

RALPH DIXON
wINDOw CLEANING SERVICES

High level pure water systems
Conservatory valeting & UPVC cleaning • Free Quotes
Established 20 Years
Tel: 017687 71143 Mob: 07732 631732

EDITOR: Malcolm Stonestreet, 77671. DISTRIBUTION: Jeﬀ Hall and his fantastic team, 77856.
PUBLISHED BY: The Church in Borrowdale. DESIGNED & PRINTED BY: McKanes Printers, Keswick, 80574.
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Another lockdown, Another delay

I’ve been reading bits from a book about Cumberland and Westmorland and there is much
describing many things about Borrowdale.

While we await the exhibition about mining here, put together by Lorraine Crisp, to be in
St. Andrews Church, I thought this might wet our appetite.

Written in 1860 - “Another distinctive class of the district are much like what they were of
old - the slate quarrymen and miners. The quarrymen who are met with in the very wildest
spots are a hardy and athletic race, who can bring down from the top of a crag to the ground
from six to twelve hundred weight of slate at once.

“A Joseph Clark remembered by the existing generation accomplished feats which could
hardly be surpassed by the strong men of the border in the middle ages. In one day he
made seventeen journeys from top to bottom of Honister Crag.

“That is seventeen miles of climbing and sharp descent - carrying up each time, a hurdle
weighing 80 lbs and bringing down each time 640 Ibs of slate.

“He once carried double that quantity each time in three successive journeys. His greatest
days work was bringing 11,776 lbs, his abode was three miles from the quarry but he
thought little of the addition of a six mile walk to his daily business. He complained of
nothing but thirst and did not appear to suﬀer from toil so stupendous, continued through
a long course of years.

“Wherever the passenger observes heaps of refuse on the mountainside or near his path,
he may be sure of seeing men worth knowing. They may be found standing on ledges in
the recesses of the quarry or seen moving in the depths below, looking like pigmies, or
creeping along the face of the crag, several hundred feet overhead. In the latter case there
are little chambers built up in the refuse to aﬀord shelter from the wind and storms.

“Ranges of these may be seen if carefully looked for near the summit of Honister and
adjacent crags : but it too often happens that a quarryman is caught by the wind before he
can get to the shelters and blown out from the face of the crag like a bird from its perch.

“When the slate is closely compacted and oﬀers a perpendicular surface the quarryman
goes to work as the shepherds do when they want to destroy eagles eggs. His comrades let
him down by a rope and he tries for a footing to rest on while he drives in his wedges. Seen
from below, men thus employed look like spiders dangling from the eaves of a house.

“There are more resources and better roads than there used to be and there is less breakage
of mens bones as well as good slate, but between the needless risks they run and the
sudden storms they encounter, and the vast weights they carry or draw, and the slipping of
the foot and the dizzying of the head by drink, there are widows and orphans coming in
almost every year from the quarries, to live in the towns, and subscription lists going round
oftener than from any other local accident - except drowning in the lakes.”
So, despite the hard times of today we should be grateful for what we have and can do.
Patricia Roscamp
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As it stands work is moving along at an incredibly good rate. So far Walkers have completed
stripping out the building & the extension has been built to roof level.

They have also completed the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Opening formed into the extension
Stairwell widened to accommodate the staircase and the wheelchair lift
New storage rooms have been created
The roof over the storage rooms which used to be the gents toilets has been replaced
The main hall roof has been stripped, insulated and plaster boarded leaving the original
beams.

Once completed the building will have 3 distinct rooms for functions and meetings of all
sizes, the main hall will be primarily for weddings, parties and other large gatherings, while
the community room which will also double up as the bar/kitchen, will be for smaller
functions & meetings.

The Herdwick Suite upstairs will be a self-contained space with its own kitchen, toilet etc
with stunning views from the balcony looking towards Castle Crag, this space will be used
for conferences, small/medium get-togethers & meetings.

Borrowdale Institute trustees continue to work hard on fundraising for the ﬁnal ﬁxtures
and ﬁttings, Our Borrowdale Holiday fundraiser raised £5776, this saw us give-away 5 x 2
night breaks generously donated by these local businesses, Seatoller House, Glaramara,
Scafell Hotel, Royal Oak and Borrowdale Gates.
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We continue to look for a ﬁnal ﬁgure
in the region of £25,000 to make the
building the community hub it once
again will be. We expect the hall to be
used at least twice a month, the
community room and Herdwick Suite
at least twice a week when we re-open
in May (Restrictions allowing).
We are delighted to already have
bookings in place for 2021 including
2 weddings, 2 exhibitions and other
functions, parties & meetings. Please
email us at info@borrowdale-institute
.com if you would like to book the use
of Borrowdale Institute.

Many people have donated to this
project from far and wide and we
hope that this 100 year old building
will be used by everyone for another
100 years and beyond. Our aim is for
Borrowdale Institute to be a successful
business in its own right, enabling it to be hired out at below cost by local groups &
individuals for functions, meetings and social events.
Nigel Dixon, Trustee

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

On the Spot... with Patricia Roscamp

Telegraph or Mail? Don’t do newspapers but if pushed The Telegraph.
Glass of wine or mug of tea? Tea but coﬀee better.
London or Borrowdale? Bit of both but sadly London not what it was.
Good book or ﬁlm? Good book.
Dogs or cats? Too hard to choose. Love both but cats catch birds.
History or Physics? Deﬁnitely history.
Radio or TV? Very selective TV, but miss Classic FM.
The past or the present? Fascinated with the past, but the present is easier to live in.
Victorian Hymns or Psalms of David? Psalms - if only we could hear them sung.
Owl or lark? Impossible choice!
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The Teddy in the Window

On the Derwentwater shoreline in the Brandlehow area there’s an old wooden garage which
has become covered with letters, postcards and photos, all fan mail to the resident, the
Teddy in the Window.
The Teddy has been there for well over thirty
years, having been found lying on the lakeshore by
former Brandlehow resident, Jenny Clarke. Jenny
cleaned him up, put him safely in a plastic bag
and placed him in the window expecting some
distraught child to come and claim him. He’s still
waiting! After a few years he became quite well
known and had regular visitors. Then Christmas
cards started to arrive. Now he gets postcards
from all over the world, in many diﬀerent
languages. The postman does very well to
decipher addresses such as “Teddy in the Window,
Derwentwater”, bringing more mail to the Teddy
in the Window than to the house nearby!

In the last couple of years a collection slot
has been added; Teddy in the Window makes
donations to local and national charities – Pet’s
Lifeline, Keswick and District First Responders, Lake District Mountain Rescue Search Dogs
Association and Cancer Research among them. Each has beneﬁted to the tune of a few
hundred pounds thanks to the generosity of Teddy’s visitors.

Teddy in the Window has featured in walking magazines and the Keswick Reminder. He’s a
known landmark for a treasure trail and even has his own Facebook page. His fame
continues to spread!
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Borrowdale: A place of Industry

A friend was once in a traﬃc jam at ‘The Narrows’ in Rosthwaite. Whilst he was waiting his
turn he had time to look around and was struck by how much it resembled other mining
communities in Cumbria, in
the way that the villages had
grown around the farmsteads.
He knows a thing or two about
mining and quarrying but I
often wonder what visitors
see. Do they see just farms and
sheep and cafes for cake? Do
they spot the quarries and the
spoil heaps? Do they notice
that their route up the fell is
a carefully made road and
wonder why it was there? Do
they realise that the view is uninterrupted by trees because they were cut to make
charcoal for smelting? This has been a place of industry since the ﬁrst axes were
rough-hewn from the top of Glaramara and Great End.

This same wise friend also remarked that ‘there was always just work’. We tend to look at
the past in rural areas through rose coloured spectacles and imagine quaint scenes of
shepherds tending sheep whilst weaving a basket or two. The reality, of course, was much
harsher. Many farmers, whilst describing themselves as such on records, owned pieces of
land that were too small to maintain much in the way of livestock or crops to be grown.
Money had to be made in extra ways and one of those was mining or quarrying. Some
worked in the graphite mine on the rare occasion it was open. Others quarried stone and
sold it on. Some were paid to make roads by the Company of the Mines Royal. Many took
in lodgers who were itinerant miners. Once the railways began to bring in more visitors,
there were even more ways to make money, whether it was taking in lodgers or running
coaches up to Honister to see quarrymen pulling sleds full of slate down the steep hillsides.

Honister is still open, of course, so the three elements of farming, mining and tourism
remain intertwined today.

This is where the Borrowdale Story Mining Exhibition comes in. It has two aims. The ﬁrst is
to record the history of a life of which many residents have ﬁrst-hand experience. The
second is to show visitors a side to Borrowdale that they may never have known.

I was ready to complete this last Spring. Since then I’ve been given more material and I’m
already needing to adjust pages. This is great! I always wanted that because my main hope
is that when you ﬁnally get a look at it you will see a framework into which your own story
slots.
Lorraine Crisp
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National Trust Update
Rare lichen transplants in Borrowdale

In October 2020 we worked with Cumbria Lichen and Bryophyte Group to transplant, or
translocate, the rare lungwort lichen Lobaria Pulmonaria to trees around the valley. An oak
tree near Hollows Farm which held the biggest community of this rare lichen anywhere in
northern England had come down the previous winter.

We removed the lichen from the fallen
tree and translocated it to other trees
across the valley, reinforcing existing
lichen communities and attempting to
start new ones. The project was led by
lichenologist April Windle, working
with Maurice Pankhurst in one of his
last projects before retirement, and
funded by the National Trust and the
British Lichen Society. You can read the
full press release at www.nationaltrust
.org.uk/media

Lichenologist April Windle removes the rare lungwort
lichen from the tree by Hollows Farm

Repairing woodland boundaries

Photo: Stuart Walker

Throughout winter the rangers
have been busy checking and
repairing woodland boundaries
to protect the woodlands, which
are designated Sites of Special
Scientiﬁc Interest (SSSI), from
grazing animals.

Ranger Ian repairing a
wall above Frith Wood
Photo: Morwenna Egan

Saying goodbye

In December we said farewell to two longstanding members of the National Trust team in
Borrowdale. Maurice Pankhurst, woodland ranger for many years, retired at the end of
the year and is now looking forward to more time walking in the valley. Penny Webb,
countryside manager, is moving on to pastures new. They are well known faces in
Borrowdale, they were deeply committed to their work and we’ll miss having them on the
National Trust team.
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New General Manager for North & West Lakes – a message from Jane Saxon

I would like to introduce myself as the new General Manager for the
newly merged portfolio of North and West Lakes, for the National
Trust.

Formed in January, this portfolio now covers an area from
Borrowdale, Buttermere, Ennerdale, Whitehaven coast round to
Wasdale, Eskdale and the Duddon valley.

I have worked for The National Trust in the Lake District for the last
nine years and have a great fondness for these valleys through
enjoying walking, running and cycling with my family.

June Saxon

I live in Penrith with my husband, two teenage children and two dogs and I look forward to
getting out and about to meet our communities and understand the work we have to deliver
collectively.
If you would like to get in touch, please contact Jane at: jane.saxon@nationaltrust.org.uk
Restoring peat bog on Armboth Fell

Armboth Fell is a popular route for walkers. One area however, the Pewits, is now in a
condition where it is unsafe to cross due to years of unabated erosion. There is no safe or
dry route through this section, so walkers and livestock are forced ever wider searching for
a dry route, spreading the erosion further.

The National Trusts Riverlands project is
working in partnership with Cumbria Wildlife
Trust, United Utilities, Natural England and Fix
the Fells to restore this area of Armboth Fell.
The restoration will involve re-proﬁling peat
hags to restore the mire alongside improving
access through creating a more durable path
along the desire line.

Armboth Fell is designated as a Site of Special
Scientiﬁc Interest (SSSI) and along with the
Photo: Simon Thomas - Cumbria Wildlife Trust
other Lake District High Fells, supports a huge
area of blanket bog. This habitat, as well as supporting an exceptional collection of rare
plant species, is also vitally important in storing water and releasing it slowly. In a degraded
state, water runs oﬀ the surface of the bog, rather than being absorbed into it. This run-oﬀ
also carries a lot of dissolved organic carbon into the catchments rivers and drinking water
supplies, causing problems for native wildlife and increasing treatment costs for drinking
water.
Damaged peat through the Pewits on Armboth

Works through the Pewits are planned to begin on site in February/March 2021 and access
through the area may be diﬃcult during this time. We will share further updates on
the progress on the project diary www.nationaltrust.org.uk/derwent-riverlands

Please contact the Riverlands team with any queries you may have at: lakes.riverlands
@nationaltrust.org.uk
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The Borrowdale Story

The Borrowdale Story project was initiated by the local churches in 2010, the brainchild of
the Revs. Gay Pye and Jeanett McLeod.

The project began with the aims of telling the story of the Borrowdale Valley to visitors in
such a way that they might learn about the landscape and the local community - past and
present - and engage with passion and responsibility with the valley. In so doing, they
wanted to build up the sense of common identity within the Borrowdale community.

Almost 6 years ago both Jeanett and
Gay left the valley and I was asked if
I would take over the running of
the Borrowdale Story Project. Whilst
initially quite reluctant, I soon began to
see the potential opportunities to
develop the project in a positive way.

We established an enthusiastic group of
volunteers from within the valley to
form a sort of unoﬃcial committee
The opening of the 2017 exhibition
and we set about creating a new and
exciting exhibition in the Methodist Church in Grange. We called back Gay and Jeanett, who
were both surprised and delighted, to oﬃcially open the exhibition in 2017. The exhibition
was further enhanced with an exhibition of Borrowdale Steel in 2018 and an enhanced
website, www.borrowdalestory.co.uk.
We have held a number of successful events in The Institute over the years.

In 2019 it was agreed that we would develop an area in St. Andrew’s Church for a Mining
Exhibition. The bulk of the work has been carried out by Lorraine Crisp and this exhibition
is close to completion.

For 2019 and 2020 I produced, what transpired to be, very successful Borrowdale Story
Calendars, selling 500 copies each year. We did not produce one for 2021 because of
Covid-19 but such has been the demand that we expect to produce one for 2022.

The project has raised suﬃcient funds to maintain in good order the fabric of the Methodist
Church building, to fund the development of two exhibitions, to fund functions in The
Institute and to ﬁnancially support the production of the Borrowdale News. The project
remains ﬁnancially healthy.

Now, after almost six years, I feel that I have exhausted my enthusiasm for the project and
I am looking for someone to take over the reins. John Bennett, who has been the treasurer
throughout the life of the project has moved away from the valley and has also resigned
from the committee. He did a very good job for us and for the Institute project over the
years. I sense that one or two other members of the informal committee may have also
lost their enthusiasm for the project, so new blood is essential to ensure the project
continues to thrive and the worthwhile aims continue to be met.
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Please contact me on 017687 77828 or woodthorpe475@btinternet.com if you would like
to become involved and help this project to remain viable for the future in Borrowdale.

Best wishes,
David Woodthorpe (Chairman)

Snippets

Ante-Nuptial Fornication is the title of Ian Hall’s new book. Many of you will have enjoyed
his history of Thornthwaite and his delightful reﬂection on Derwentwater and it’s place in
history. Now never judge a book by its title - Snippets has already oﬀered this advice
elsewhere - Ian’s book is magniﬁcent. Only Ian can spend hours and hours in the County
Records Oﬃce and digging in his computer for a host of dry bones and then clothe them,
ﬂesh them out with a great story about Love, Life and Motherhood in 19th cenrury North
Cumberland. It’s a good read at £12 from Bookends.

Lock Down - England closes the Golf Clubs and opens the Churches; Scotland opens the
Golf Clubs and closes the Churches.
Snippets has a long ambition to get his/her photograph in The News. The editor has kindly
agreed to include his arm on Page 4.

Our organ building ﬁrm have been working on the Saint Andrew’s organ for a long time.
It’s not been easy with the Pandemic. I’m told once they can get over here from Teesside
it will only take a week or so to complete the job.
Snippets is grateful to those who have delivered this magazine and absolutely understands
that some have found this very diﬃcult.

Snippets notes - great gifts from everyone over Christmas. We were able to send substantial
cash gifts to our chosen charities: Cancer Research, Jig Saw Children’s Hospice, Carlisle,
Leprosy Hospital in Nepal, plus a small boost to our own funds. Thank you.
Thank you also for beautiful decoration of Holy Trinity - it looked lovely. Also for gifts for
the Food Bank. All Very Christmassy, NOT CANCELLED, but signs of life and hope.

16 people had a snippet lunch thanks to generous donors of turkey, crackers and all the
bits. Did you feel Christmas was C********** or a sign of L*** & H***! Of course the turkey
and all its accompaniments were all delivered so well thanks to the extraordinary skill and
generosity of David Jackson.

Weddings - Snippets has a huge sympathy to all of those who have been trying to arrange
a wedding. There will be some weddings in the valley this summer but others have again
decided to put it oﬀ another year. 2022 should be busy. The Institute has a couple of
weddings - that’s the party bit of the job. Should be good.

Publication - There has been some debate about the publication and delivery of the News
during lockdown. On reﬂection our hope is that, as long as we maintain strict Covid protocol,
the beneﬁts outweigh any risks. The continued production would provide a welcome boost
to social cohesion in the Valley and beyond. We hope you agree.
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Worship

Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite and Holy Trinity, Grange will be Open during daylight hours
for private prayer - many people have used the church in this way and lit a candle of prayer
and hope.
Public Worship
All the Sunday services will be held in Grange during February and March - at 10am.
We are asked not to sing but we can use the building for our service - some people
understandably would prefer not to go into the Church. So:
10am Holy Trinity, Grange
Two said hymns, a word and a prayer in the yard/on the roadside. 10 Minutes.
Some will enter the church for: a Sermon, further prayer and Holy Communion. 20 Minutes.
Every precaution is taken for your safety and protection. Please wear a face mask.
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will continue to take place. Please ring Charles on 75855.
We are beginning to think of exciting ways of celebrating Easter.

Dates Forward:
8th February - 6pm
9th February - 10am
14th March
22nd March - 6pm
22nd March - 12 noon
28th March

Institute Trustees Meeting by Zoom.
Borrowdale News Editorial Group by Zoom.
Mothering Sunday.
Borrowdale Institute Trustees by Zoom.
Borrowdale Story Copy Date.
Palm Sunday.

Contacts:
Vicar: Charles Hope. 017687 75855. vicarksj@gmail.com. Mobile: 07884 070619
Head Teacher: Borrowdale C of E School. Ralf Smits. 77686. head@borrowdale.cumbria.sch.uk
Chairman of the Parish Council: David Hindmarch. 77611. hndiddy1@hotmail.co.uk
Editor of Borrowdale News: Malcolm Stonestreet. 77671. malcolmstonestreet@gmail.com
Chairman of The Borrowdale Institute: Malcolm Stonestreet. 77671.
malcolmstonestreet@gmail.com
Institute Bookings: Info@borrowdale-institute.com
JOHN YOuNG FuRNISHINGS OF KESwICK
FINE FURNITURE IN KESWICK FOR OVER 125 YEARS
12/14 Main Street, Keswick
017687 74848
www.johnyoungkeswick.co.uk

KESwICK wINDOw CLEANING SERVICE

Traditional Window Cleaner - all work done from
ladders, frames and sills cleaned.
Lee Gray - 07956 558929

KESwICK COMPuTER SOLuTIONS (KCS)

GRETA MOTOR bODY wORKS
Southey Hill, Trading Estate.Keswick
E: sales@gretabodyworks.co.uk T: 017687 72104
Bodywork, tryres, air conditioning, wheels
alignment/tracking. Batteries and Restorations.

A professional and friendly I.T. Solution provider. We oﬀer
Commersial and Domestic I.T. Support, website design,
digital marketing and Wiﬁ solutions.
Unit 2 The Loft, Braithwaite CA12 5RY.
017687 75526. info@kessolutions.co.uk
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