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‘The Elusive Red’ by Gill Bulch

(Framed prints and greetings cards of this painting and others are for sale in 
Grange Methodist Chapel in aid of The Borrowdale Story)
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LINDA WILSON
CURTAINS, SOFT FURNISHINGS,

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS
Over 25 years experience, all sewing work considered

01900 822605  m. 07979 652855

F & W GREEN (KESWICK) Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

19, ESKIN STREET, KESWICK, CA12 4DQ
Contact Zoe Green on 017687 72246 (24 hours)
m. 07730 520663  e. zoegreenx@yahoo.co.uk

NEIL WILSON
BUILDER AND HANDYMAN - ANY JOB CONSIDERED:

Roofing, Plastering, Tiling
- all General Building Work

017687 78382  m. 07999 863716

DAVIES TAXIS OF KESWICK
017687 72676  www.daviestaxis.co.uk

ESTABLISHED '65 - dog friendly, 8 Seater minibus
available, any distance,  scenic tours,

deliveries & contract work, credit cards accepted.

SALLY'S COTTAGES:
DO YOU HAVE A HOLIDAY HOME?

Let us help you achieve great bookings
Full cleaning service also available

For full information ring Sally on 017687 80571

M & K BUILDERS KESWICK LTD.
FOR ALL YOUR  BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

New Builds, Extensions, Plastering, Tiling, Roof Work,
Patios, Stonework and general Building work.

017687 73455  m. 07770 857174  or 07743 678104
e. lindagrave.lg@gmail.com 1, Irton Cottage, Isel, CA13 9ST

SIMON ROAST. HOME AND GARDEN SERVICES -
THE COMPLETE HANDYMAN SERVICE - for gardens, 

guttering, fences and hedges. Also for house repairs,
inside and outside, maintenance and painting

017687 78858  m. 07740 364751

THE KINGFISHER, TAKE AWAY FISH/CHIP & LICENSED
50 SEAT RESTAURANT. 77, Main Street, Keswick.

017687 73106. Pensioner Specials, Large Cod 
speciality, Homemade Cumberland Sausage & Pies.
Gluten free fish available. All cooked to your order.

TEXTURES, St Johns Street Keswick
QUALITY SOFT FURNISHING FABRICS

AVAILABLE ON THE ROLL -
or to order from a wide range of pattern books

017687 80304

KESWICK GARDEN MACHINERY. SALES, SERVICE REPAIRS &
HIRE. ALL MAIN DEALERS - Stihl, Viking, Husqvarna, Lawnflite.
Experienced Garden Machinery Repairs. Free local collection.

First class branded garden machinery. Over 25 years
experience.  017687 74434. sales@forestandgarden.F9.co.uk

www.keswickgardenmachinery.co.uk

STEPHEN EDMONDSON
ALL ASPECTS OF STONEWORK
www.cumbriastonework.com

Contact Stephen on 07739 278084
e. ste.edmo@hotmail.co.uk

NEED A PLUMBER?  PAUL ROWLANDS PLUMBING
(KESWICK) 017687 80472  m. 07970 842604

Bathroom suites, ensuites, tiling, showers, outside taps,
tap washers, kitchen/washing machine plumbing, burst
pipes, leaks, radiators etc. paul-rowlands@outlook.com

ROB BRIGHT
PAINTER AND DECORATOR - INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

Swinside Farm
017687 78363  m. 07770 587831

e. stay@swinsidefarmhouse.co.uk

JINGLES UNISEX HAIR STUDIO
5, STANDISH STREET, KESWICK

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
Cutting, colouring and perms

017687 80001

EVERGREENS FLORIST,

PACKHORSE COURT, KESWICK

017687 74976

For every occasion and that extra special gift idea

DAVID HINDMARCH
BORROWDALE

APPLIANCES, SALES, SERVICE
Unit 5A, High Hill, Keswick

017687 77611  m. 07801 582469

JOHN YOUNG FURNISHINGS OF KESWICK
FINE FURNITURE IN KESWICK FOR OVER 125 YEARS

12/14, Main Street, Keswick
017687 74848

www.johnyoungkeswick.co.uk

NEIL BEATY
CHIMNEY SWEEP

N A C S member ROTARY SWEEPING
017687 79085 m. 07835 976030

e. beaty32@btinternet.com or Facebook
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BORROWDALE SHEPHERDS’ MEET
It was disappointing to have this year's Meet cancelled due to waterlogged land
and the fact that so many vehicles are expected - thus ruining it for farming. Costs
of insurance, marquees etc are enormous if cancellation is left to the last minute.

The much missed and  late Dick Richardson was an enthusiastic instigator, with others,
to reinstall the Meet as an annual event way back in 1986. The first years were OK
with sunshine.  Sometimes we had 5,000 visitors - perhaps a park and ride bus service
could be funded by some organisation that is passionate to keep such traditions alive?

Here are some memories of the importance sheep have in this dale.

Jeremiah Richardson with “the” champion

Thomas Bainbridge taking sheep to be dipped in
August 1943 at Yew Tree Farm

Sheep from yesteryear find fame today 
- a postcard sold to a collector on the internet

Peter Jenkinson at Hollows Farm
- who was helping in the foreground?

The Bland family shearing at Nook Farm, 
Rosthwaite, about 1945
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A TRUE BORROWDALE CUCKOO? 
AND ALSO CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Trevor Dowson was born in Crag Lea, Grange, the house next
to the telephone exchange, more or less opposite Holy Trinity
Church.  

He now lives in Rosthwaite with his wife Pamela, and is a
Director of High Hill Automotive, Keswick, and very much a
hands on motor mechanic.

He was elected Chairman of Borrowdale Parish Council earlier
this year and his patch includes Stonethwaite, Seatoller,
Rosthwaite, Grange, Seathwaite and Watendlath, including
most of the lake of Derwentwater and extends to the outskirts of Keswick.

The Parish has a population of  185 residents and 47 holiday lets or second homes.

Trevor’s hobbies range from rugby, walking and a little fishing when time permits.

Parish Council Meetings are held every other month in Borrowdale Institute,
Rosthwaite, at 7-30pm and the next one is on Wednesday 30th November 2016. 

Members of the public are most welcome to come along.

If you have any concerns or just wish to hear what’s going on locally, regionally,
nationally, or comment on planning matters, Trevor and the rest of his committee
look forward to seeing you there.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR (OR HEAR) IN OCTOBER
The Red Deer in Borrowdale enter the rutting season during the month of October.
Stags appear very dark from wallowing in mud and their own urine, the odour
helping to bring the hinds into season.

Rival stags roar and fight for the ownership of the herds of females, and conflict
can escalate in evenly matched stags, leading to serious injury and even death.

Roaring Stags can
often be heard in
Troutdale in October,
although the rutting
ground itself is at a
higher level.
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SCHOOL NEWS
The school year has started well and with 50 pupils Borrowdale School is full of
energy and excitement. In order to provide the small classes that most people
associate with learning in our school, staffing in the school has grown to
accommodate the rising pupil numbers. We now have a dedicated teacher for each
age group:

Y5/6 – Mrs Clark/Mr Smits
Y3/4 – Ms Ferry
Y1/2 – Mrs Crossley
Reception – Ms Parkins
Nursery – Ms Hall

At the start of the year, at a parents meeting, we
asked the parents to describe the school in one
word. We then collated the answers in this word
cloud. Words mentioned more often appear
larger. 

We were really happy with the responses and we
promise to keep working hard to be that school. 

The best way to explain what goes on nowadays
at Borrowdale School on a usual day, is through
pictures. The photos below were all taken on one
usual Tuesday…



The Borrowdale News - SNIPPETS. OCTOBER 2016.
Snippets was invited to bless a marriage up at Seatoller House Hotel on 20th
August. A very wet day but a fabulous tented party for Bess and Ross Routledge of
Washington. Wonderful family and friends. They had been legally married before
a Registrar in the North East during the previous week - but this was the party. It
rained; road flooded, had to return to Grange via Newlands. Both the Farm and
Rainguage Cottage were also flooded - and this was August?

A friend attended a superior Literary Society function in Notting Hill - London. The
star was James Rebanks who shared his life as a hill farmer with the townies.
Apparently he was accompanied by two Herdwick sheep and an ancient farmer -
surely not from Borrowdale? Anyway this farmer proceeded to hand clip and
generally defunctionalize the tups and educate the literati. So a lot of badly water
soaked fields made it impossible to hold the Shepherds' Meet this y ear. This
marvellous event which honours the valley, it's story and it's farmers also enriches
and enlightens hundreds of visitors. We all appreciate the amount of work and
planning that is put in to this sort of event and we wish the Team better luck next
year.

Sadly a Quad Bike was stolen from Seathwaite. Must keep our eyes open and
report.

Big plans for a Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve at Stonethwaite. Going to flood
the place in candle light. Martin Roscamp has designed, made and presented to us
one fantastically beautiful Candelabra. He is prepared to make three more - which
is what we need. We have been given £135 to make one more and we are looking
for anyone who would be able to give us another one. (We would also value gifts
of new or used candles that we could use on the ledges and windowsills.)

We now have Foot Fall Counters in both Churches and in the Borrowdale Story.
Amazing numbers. About forty individuals enter each of these buildings each day
- that was the score in July.

Snippets was asked to do a Baptism at Saint John's - 2pm Sunday afternoon. It
turned out to be a job lot - Karrie Louise, Rebecca, Skyla Marie, Ryhs Christopher,
Tyler John and Morgan Nicolas - and all Lowthers. Wonderful family, wonderful
friends and a good 'do' at the Cons Club. Welcome to The Body of Christ!

Apparently Broadband has arrived in Rosthwaite. Do we have it in Grange yet? Well
yes but no. Sadly it looks as if BT is not going to attempt to serve further up the
valley. This means people who wish to run their business from home, and live in
Seathwaite, have to travel to Keswick and use a public connection. BT should realise
the importance of serving all the people and those who live in relatively isolated
areas are important.
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Worship and Dates...
2nd October 10.30 Saint Andrew's, Stonethwaite, Harvest Thanksgiving.

4pm Holy Trinity, Grange. Evensong. Harvest Thanksgiving.
3rd October   9.30 Borrowdale News Editorial Meeting. Northside.
9th October   10.30 Holy Trinity, Grange. Service Honouring the Methodist

Tradition.
12th October  1pm The Church in Borrowdale Council. Northside.
16th October  10.30 Saint Andrew's, Stonethwaite.

4pm Holy Trinity, Grange. Evensong.
23rd October 10.30 Holy Trinity, Grange (CAKE SUNDAY)
30th October 10.30 Saint Andrew's, Stonethwaite. Confirmation. The Bishop of

Carlisle.
6th November 10.30 Holy Trinity, Grange. Guadiamus Choir.

Contacts:
Vicar: Charles Hope. 017687 75855. charleshope@btopenworld.com

Mobile: 07884070619
Head Teacher: Borrowdale C of E School. Ralf Smits. 77686.

ralfsmits@keswick.cumbria.sch.uk
Chairman of the Parish Council: Trevor Dowson. 77651.

trev-pam.dowson@tiscali.co.uk
Editor Borrowdale News: Malcolm Stonestreet. 77671.

malcolmstonestreet@gmail.com
Chairman of Borrowdale Story: David Woodthorpe. 77828.

woodthorpe475@btinternet.com

Advance Notices:
2nd December 7pm Farmers Service and Dinner. Saint Andrew's and The Institute.
14th December 12 noon. S.O.P. (stands for Slightly Older Persons) Christmas

Lunch. Borrowdale Hotel.
21st December 6pm (meet at The Borrowdale Story, by the Bridge) for Carol

Singing in Grange and District
22nd and 23rd 
December Carol Singing in the Upper Dale.
24th December Carol Singing around the Hotels.
24th December 11.30 pm. Midnight Mass by Candle Light + further refreshment at

Saint Andrew's Stonethwaite.
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FARMERS AND THE NATIONAL TRUST RE: THORNEYTHWAITE FARM
Thorneythwaite Farm was sold recently by a private landowner. It was sold in two
lots. The Farmhouse, farm buildings and a small acreage. The land, hefted flock and
fell rights. This has produced a national debate and been covered 'on the front
page' in The Times and Guardian and the New York Times. Some lovely photographs
- anyway Borrowdale News roaming reporters asked the farmers for their views,
here are some of them:

• When the hammer falls, that's it. No point in arguing about it. That's auctions.

• The National Trust has ruined a farm in the heart of Borrowdale

• All this change will ruin the barn owl's natural habitat.

• We feel very sorry for the people who have bought the buildings. National
outcry! It's not their fault!

• The National Trust Behaved dishonourably. Their attitude and the way they
approached the job was not sympathetic. It paid a ridiculous sum of money for
Lot 2 with no proper reason as to why they want it so much, other than wildlife
preservation. A farmer could have happily looked after and preserved the land/
farm as it should be as part of the national heritage.

• The National Trust are the landowners, we are the tenants. If it were not for the
National Trust there would not be as many, if any, farms in the Valley.

• Beatrix Potter left so many farms to the Trust to protect the Herdwicks and the
National Heritage - the Trust are undoing all of this.

• Apparently the new owners of the farm and buildings plan to live at
Thorneythwaite. One of their children has recently died and they have found
solace in the valley. They are playing with the idea of converting part of the
buildings to be a retreat for those who have recently lost a child. It's a wonderful
idea.

• The Trust will rewild the fellside by sheep exclusion. They will graze cattle in
woodland areas.

• There is a move, a so called environmental move, to see more of the valley
return to nature. To go wild. If this is on the Trust's agenda we would like them
to be honest and say so. Is there a future for hill and fell farming as we now
have it?


