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LINDA WILSON
CURTAINS, SOFT FURNISHINGS,

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS
Over 25 years experience, all sewing work considered

01900 822605  m. 07979 652855

F & W GREEN (KESWICK) Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

19 ESKIN STREET, KESWICK, CA12 4DQ
Contact Zoe Green on 017687 72246 (24 hours)
m. 07730 520663  e. zoegreenx@yahoo.co.uk

SALLY'S COTTAGES:
DO YOU HAVE A HOLIDAY HOME?

Let us help you achieve great bookings
Full cleaning service also available

For full information ring Sally on 017687 80571

M & K BUILDERS KESWICK LTD.
FOR ALL YOUR  BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

New Builds, Extensions, Plastering, Tiling, Roof Work,
Patios, Stonework and general Building work.

017687 73455  m. 07770 857174  or 07743 678104
e. lindagrave.lg@gmail.com 1 Irton Cottage, Isel, CA13 9ST

SIMON ROAST. HOME AND GARDEN SERVICES -
THE COMPLETE HANDYMAN SERVICE - for gardens, 

guttering, fences and hedges. Also for house repairs,
inside and outside, maintenance and painting

017687 78858  m. 07740 364751

THE KINGFISHER, TAKE AWAY FISH/CHIP & LICENSED
50 SEAT RESTAURANT. 77 Main Street, Keswick.
017687 73106. Pensioner Specials, Large Cod 

speciality, Homemade Cumberland Sausage & Pies.
Gluten free fish available. All cooked to your order.

TEXTURES, St Johns Street Keswick
QUALITY SOFT FURNISHING FABRICS

AVAILABLE ON THE ROLL -
or to order from a wide range of pattern books

017687 80304

KESWICK GARDEN MACHINERY. SALES, SERVICE REPAIRS &
HIRE. ALL MAIN DEALERS - Stihl, Viking, Husqvarna, Lawnflite.
Experienced Garden Machinery Repairs. Free local collection.

First class branded garden machinery. Over 25 years
experience.  017687 74434. sales@forestandgarden.F9.co.uk

www.keswickgardenmachinery.co.uk

STEPHEN EDMONDSON
ALL ASPECTS OF STONEWORK
www.cumbriastonework.com

Contact Stephen on 07739 278084
e. ste.edmo@hotmail.co.uk

NEED A PLUMBER?  PAUL ROWLANDS PLUMBING 
m. 07970 842604

Bathroom suites, ensuites, tiling, showers, outside taps,
tap washers, kitchen/washing machine plumbing, burst
pipes, leaks, radiators etc. paul-rowlands@outlook.com

ROB BRIGHT
PAINTER AND DECORATOR - INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

Swinside Farm
017687 78363  m. 07770 587831

e. stay@swinsidefarmhouse.co.uk

JINGLES UNISEX HAIR STUDIO
5 STANDISH STREET, KESWICK

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
Cutting, colouring and perms

017687 80001

EVERGREENS FLORIST,

PACKHORSE COURT, KESWICK

017687 74976

For every occasion and that extra special gift idea

DAVID HINDMARCH
BORROWDALE

APPLIANCES, SALES, SERVICE
Unit 5A, High Hill, Keswick

017687 77611  m. 07801 582469

JOHN YOUNG FURNISHINGS OF KESWICK
FINE FURNITURE IN KESWICK FOR OVER 125 YEARS

12/14 Main Street, Keswick
017687 74848

www.johnyoungkeswick.co.uk

NEIL BEATY
CHIMNEY SWEEP

N A C S member ROTARY SWEEPING
017687 79085 m. 07835 976030

e. beaty32@btinternet.com or Facebook

RALPH DIXON
WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

High level pure water systems
Conservatory valeting & UPVC cleaning  •  Free Quotes

Established 20 Years
Tel: 017687 71143.   mob: 07732 631732

KESWICK COMPUTER SOLUTIONS (KCS)
A professional and friendly I.T. Solution provider. We offer

Commersial and Domestic I.T. Support, website design,
digital marketing and Wifi solutions.

5 Packhouse Court. 017687 75526. info@kessolutions.co.uk
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SAINT ANDREW’S, STONETHWAITE
This is The Parish Church for Borrowdale - that beautiful, narrow thirteen mile long
parish which is home for a few and a gem to visit for millions.

The Parish Church is dedicated to the first Pope’s older brother Andrew. Andrew
who declined to be crucified on a normal cross when his number was up but an x
shaped cross. (that cross is reproduced as the main load carrying rafter in our little
Church). Andrew the patron saint of Scotland.

This little Church which is near on five hundred years old has been the focal point
for Borrowdale - yet it is tucked away and in no way pretentious. It’s a homely place
in its own large graveyard (where people have tended to finish up) and adjacent to
its own little school (where people have tended to start up). The one time vicarage
awaits its new life just across the field and the church owns a few acres close by.

Over this four year period (2017-2021) we have been looking at our little church
and wondering how it can be useful to God and to the people of the valley - perhaps
particularly the upper valley. Quietly things have been happening. New carpets in
the east end of the place, new central heating, Lucy’s loo, exterior repaint and
renovated and decorated vestry. Now what - well after a lot of soul searching the
pipe organ will be restored and played again - that will happen later this year.

With the organ we shall have the opportunity to offer again worship undergirded
with lovely music. We shall also have the ability to have recitals and other musical
events. There are possibilities and we are beginning to explore them.

It could be a good place to get married - quite a place in the heart of The Lake
District. In the most visited National Park and you know what UNESCO thinks about
us all. Are you thinking of getting married?

Then there are discussions on how we can enhance the simplicity and beauty of
the place with a new lighting system and perhaps move the odd pew to make 
more open space for displays and interpretation. In the Methodist Chapel in Grange
The Borrowdale Story Group have researched and shared in a fascinating exhibition,
the work of the Stainless Steel Craftsmen who worked in Grange. It may be that at
Saint Andrew’s The Borrowdale Story will help us understand the importance and
the wealth of those who worked the mines over the last five hundred years. There
is a story to tell and one we can be proud of. I look forward to understanding the
contribution made by the German miners that Queen Elizabeth 1 found and sent
up here - a couple of hundred? Anyway someone must have fancied them because
there are lots of German surnames still around.

So Saint Andrew’s is still alive and there are a lot of people who have faith that it
can long remain a sacred place in the upper valley and a useful place for all of us.
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NATIONAL TRUST UPDATE
Community conservation work parties

If you’d like to get involved in our behind-the scenes work to protect and enhance
wildlife habitats in Borrowdale, there are some dates coming up when you can do
just that.

• Sun 3 Feb – Community Coppicing Day at Great Wood. Bring your own hand 
tools and harvest beanpoles for your veg plot while helping our woodland
management. Limited places – Book online or call 0344 800 1895

• Wed 6 & Sat 9 Feb – volunteer drop in morning 10am-1pm Theatre by the Lake,
drop in for an informal chat and find out how you could get involved. 

• Tues 12 Feb – Volunteer work party – Hedge-laying in Borrowdale  
• Tues 12 March – Volunteer work party – Planting willow in Coledale 
• Tue 16 April – Volunteer work party – Resurfacing the footpath at Friars Crag 
• Tue 28 May – volunteer work party – Cutting back vegetation on path under

Falcon Crag 

To join a volunteer work party, contact ranger jack.deane@nationaltrust.org.uk or
telephone the office on 017687 74649.

We had our first small work party on 17 January hedge-laying at Stable Hills. “I’ve
had a fantastic day and I’ve enjoyed learning a new skill” said one of the people
involved.

Volunteer work party hedgelaying at Stable Hills in January 2019
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What the rangers are up to
We’ve installed a ‘sheep corridor’ at Thorneythwaite to enable sheep to use their
traditional route to come down off the fell in severe weather, while still protecting
the wood pasture from overgrazing.

We’ve had a delivery of nine seedlings
grown from seeds of the famous
‘Borrowdale Yews’. Chris Cooper (pictured
with Woodland Ranger Maurice) has
grown the seedlings in his own garden 
and delivers some to Maurice each year
which we plant in different places so that 
these wonderful trees will have offspring
throughout the valley.

The rangers will also be replacing the
fenced enclosure around the Borrowdale
Yews to protect them from deer, and
swapping the existing stile for a kissing
gate to make it easier to visit the trees.
Dendrochronology showed that a limb
brought down from one of the trees in
1998 storms was over 1,500 years old. We’ve uploaded an article on
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/borrowdale in the ‘our work’ section.

Creating the sheep corridor through Thorneythwaite Wood Pasture

Chris and Maurice 
with the Borrowdale Yew seedlings
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FINDING OURSELVES
Judith and I have owned Northside and Tan Cottage for over forty years. We have
lived here full-time for the last fifteen years. Before that, for a short period , we let
Northside on a weekly basis. We continue to let Tan Cottage in this way. The income
makes it possible for us to live in this lovely house. We look for the cash!

Having said that I want to write about hospitality. When the railroad arrived in
Keswick and journalists and poets started writing about this place the farmer at
The Grange thought it was time to diversify. So he built Northside, in 1854, on to
the back of the farmhouse and did summer lettings for Londoners and others. As
a result we are now semi-detached to Jake.

Today a large part of our income, as a valley and as a community, comes from
visitors - and those involved in the hospitality business look for the cash.

BUT for the thousands of people who camp, caravan, self-cater, b&b, visit our
wonderful hotels, bars and cafes this place is, I suggest, a place of refreshment,
renewal, healing - a place where they find new energy, new vision, new purpose
for their lives.

Holidays, such a big business today, we’re Holy Days (just one of the bright ideas
the Christian community has given to the secular world). Holy Days are about
refreshment, renewal, healing - a place to find new energy, new vision, new
purpose for our lives. In other words to find ourselves.

A large percentage of people of this land work very hard, travel a lot and live 
with a high degree of stress. I recently watched hundreds of people, many of them
seemed young, coming out of Liverpool Street Station into Bishopgate in London

Borrowdale Gates Hotel The Lodore Hotel Borrowdale Hotel

The Glaramara Hotel The Royal Oak Hotel Scafell Hotel
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Derwent Digital & Wireless Ltd
Wifi, broadband, fibre & phones, 

structured cabling, internet security, CCTV 
Helping you get better connected

T: 017687 74684  E: Info@derwentdigital.com
www.derwentdigital.com

HIGH HILL AUTOMOTIVE Ltd. FORD SPECIALISTS
SOUTHEY HILL TRADING EST. KESWICK

Sales, Service, Repairs. 8.30-5.30 (Sat: 9-1)

Sunday Car Sales - Ring: 017687 74894

SHARP EDGE CONSTRUCTION
Building & Plastering, Extensions, New Build, 

Conversions, Roofing, Plumbing, Heating
All aspects of building work undertaken
Tel: 017687 75375   07912 37584

Email: info@sharpedgeconstruction.com

AGA/RAYBURN COOKER - MAINTENANCE

Heating Boilers, Stoves and Plumbing

PHONE - Mike 07906217276

www.snug-heating.co.uk

LOGS FOR SALE

Contact Craig Fearon:

017687 77298 or 07792 043080

Any size order.

SKYLINE AERIALS
Ariel and Satellite Installation and repair service,

Freeview, Freesat, Same day Sky TV Repairs,
TV wall mounting, phone line extensions, extra TV points

Damon Mallinson
Damon.mallinson@sky.com / 07713136076

HORSBURGH GARDEN SERVICES
All your gardening needs, free delivery, 

of compost, bark and top soil.
Tel: 07739 206453

shortly after 8am. I guess their work is pretty tough and the week away in The 
Lakes on holiday allows them to refind themselves and remake or renew their
relationships. The antidote to stress. It’s life giving. It’s very important.

In our Churches we try to
be generous, open, non-
judgemental, prepared 
to listen. We are open 
and offer a welcome for
many hours of every day
of the week. Our visitors’
comments suggest this 

is appreciated. They say they find peace - and for many this is a hard found
commodity in this day and age - in business, family, politics, international.

To all those who make a living from visitors may I be allowed to suggest:
1. You do a great job. Hospitality is a hugely honourable area of work.
2. Far more is happening to your visitor than you realise.
3. Please recognise that these visitors need your care, interest, need to be listened

to - and although this investment may not appear on your balance sheet, it is
what we are probably all about - Finding ourselves.

Malcolm

The Langstrath & Longthwaite
Youth HostelThe Langstrath Country Inn
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BORROWDALE PARISH COUNCIL
Police to attend next Parish Council Meeting

Cumbria Police have agreed to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council which
is scheduled for Wednesday January 30th at 7 pm in the Borrowdale Institute,
Rosthwaite. This will provide an opportunity for residents to ask the police about
issues such as crime prevention and community policing, and particularly about
the recent burglaries at Honister and Mountain View. The first 45 minutes of the
meeting will be reserved for these discussions. All residents are welcome to attend.

So the appeal for the great refurbishing now stands at £63,895 which is good. I
guess about half of that comes from the Valley. We have applications for funds to
various trusts now being considered - here we have humbly asked for a further
£128,588. I doubt if they will all deliver but, here’s hoping.

We have launched this appeal for just over £300,000 to make The Institute good
for the next hundred years (it’s a hundred years old in April 2020).

There may be funds out there waiting to be given to us. There may be individuals
that share with me the belief that The Borrowdale community deserves a right
good Institute. But it’s difficult to contact them and it’s difficult to know if we
deserve it.

The trustees feel there is a limit to the length of time we can run this appeal and a
limit to the energy we have to summon to ‘go raise it’.

There are four different schemes in front of the trustees at present. One costing
£120,000 one costing just over £300,000 Should the trustees go for a modest
scheme or prolong the appeal and attempt the larger scheme?

What do the next three generation of people in Borrowdale need and deserve. We
who are, and doubtless will continue to be, the stewards and welcomers to a million
visitors each year?

We shall try to come to a common mind at our meeting in March and we shall
announce a definite plan at our AGM on 20th May 7-30 pm in The Institute. This
will be the decisive meeting for our future.

If I may say so we have a great Board of Trustees and the individuals input and the
level of discussion has become exciting and creative. Sixteen people from the age
of 22 to 80 all from very different backgrounds but all committed to do the right
thing by Borrowdale.

INSTITUTE
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Parish Precept 2019-2020
At the meeting in November, the Parish Council decided to set a precept of
£6,286.05 for the coming year, starting April. The precept is the total amount
received by the Parish Council and is paid as part of your Council Tax. This figure is
a 10% increase on the 2018-2019 precept. The current year’s precept is £33.21 for
a Band D house, so this will go up by approximately £3.21 per year in 2019-2020
(just over 6p per week). The exact rise depends on the number of households
registered to pay Council Tax during the period in question. 

The precept is used to cover the running costs of the Parish Council and its meetings
as well as for additional works that are necessary. For example, next year the
Borrowdale Parish Council will make a contribution to running the public toilets at
Grange. Allerdale no longer has a statutory responsibility to do this and has given
notice that they will not maintain toilets at Lodore and Grange any more, so a
coalition of the Lake District National Park Authority (LDNPA), the National Trust,
and the Parish Council has taken it on, because otherwise there would be no public
toilet facilities between Keswick and Rosthwaite.  

Planning update
As well as the changes notified in the previous issue of “Borrowdale News”, the
LDNPA has decided that in future they will no longer automatically invite objectors
to make in-person representations if a planning application goes to the committee
for decision. If you do make any comments on any planning application, we
recommend that you state your wish clearly in your submission of comments, that
you want to attend the committee meeting.  

Your Councillors
Your Parish Councillors are:
• David Hindmarch, Rosthwaite (Chairman, Planning, Institute)
• Freda Chapman, Rosthwaite (Vice-Chair, Affordable Housing, 

Seathwaite Parking)
• Trevor Dowson, Rosthwaite (Planning)
• Nigel Dixon, Seatoller (Planning)
• Andrew Webb, Grange (Planning)
• Pete Barron, Rosthwaite (Planning)
• Andy Roberts, Troutdale 

Vacancy on the Parish Council
There is presently one vacancy on the Parish Council. If you would be interested in
serving the community in this way, please contact one of the councillors listed
above, or email the Parish Clerk, Becx Carter, on clerk@borrowdale.org.uk.

Freda Chapman
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BOOK REVIEW
Honister Slate Mine by Alistair Cameron and Liz Withey

If you have an interest in Borrowdale’s industrial heritage
this book is for you. The authors tell the history of slate
mining at Honister from earliest times to the present day
using images from archives alongside recent photographs.

If you’ve ever walked up the Yew Crags side of Dale Head,
or climbed Fleetwith Pike from Honister, or even craned
your neck upwards on the drive from Borrowdale to
Buttermere you will have noticed a plethora of cuts and
ledges on the valley sides. These are the remnants of
railways, pulley systems, mine paths and sledge-ways,
designed to solve the problems of bringing the mined
slate down the mountainside to Honister Hause to be processed prior to
transportation. Somewhere in there is also an abandoned attempt to tunnel
through to the railway station at Braithwaite!

It is not known when mining first started but it is thought that the surface slates
were quarried during Norman times. When the Company of The Mines Royal
brought over German miners to dig for valuable metals in the Keswick area they
brought with them the expertise to mine deeper underground. The local miners
used this knowledge to access slate further into the hillside. Another big
development occurred around Victorian times when advancements in engineering
techniques meant that materials could be moved around more easily, and the
railways meant that it could be transported far afield.

The 20th century saw a number of ups and downs in the Mine’s fortunes until it
was eventually closed in 1986. That looked like the end of mining in Borrowdale
but the lease was bought by Mark Weir in 1997. He got the mine open and working
again and started on a new phase of development towards what we now see.
Today, dark grey slate is being mined from the third of the three major bands, the
Kimberley band.

The book can be ordered online and also purchased from Honister Mine.

Published by Amberley Books ISBN 978-1-4456-7199-4

Visit www.crowdfunder.co.uk/Borrowdale-institute-renovation
Great Film of Borrowdale with star appearances. 

Visit then, please, get all your friends and contacts 
to visit The Institute
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SNIPPETS
Snippets has just been reading a splendid little book written by Betty Walker. It’s
called Churches of the Ancient Parish of Crosthwaite - A Brief History. Eight quid at
Borrowdale Story or either Church. Lots of lovely pictures and how we all sprang out
of Crosthwaite Parish Church. Things have changed and are changing now. Perhaps
Borrowdale will return to being a sub-unit of a Keswick Church? Worth a read.

Snippets thinks the Borrowdale News is great - but needs a bit more help. Yes just a
few more adverts and two more people who would meet six times a year for one hour
and a coffee to decide what goes into the magazine. Contact the Editor. Back Page.

Carol Singing was a bit hairy this year. The remarkable Sue Ryan has arranged 
it all for some years and this time Malcolm thought he could do it off the back 
of an envelope. Near chaos. Thank you Sue for the past, we will do better in the
future. It raised over one thousand two hundred pounds for JIGSAW, the Childrens’
Hospice in Carlisle but we were very short of singers and failed to cover the top 
of the valley. Sorry.

School Nativity Play was great this year - always is. Thank you kids. Saint Andrew’s
full and good lighting. It’s a great little building - specially when it’s full...

Things are always changing. People move or die and new people arrive. New blood
always a good idea. Snippets hopes they will be happy and be here for a long time
and help us all look after each other. Welcome!

The Shepherds’ Meet Dinner is a good event and everyone is always made
welcome. Look out for a date and be there if you can.

A few little plans are coming together - see back page for Dates Forward.

Matthew is learning about sheep in New Zealand and, as I write, Gavin and Laura
are out there, probably learning a few new tricks. Meanwhile the eggs keep coming
- well done Craig.

The Institute film, made by Snippet’s grandson, is up and running. Have a look at it
on: www.crowdfunder.co.uk/borrowdale-Institute-renovation.

SPOT THE SPOT
Where is it?  

Answer at the bottom of page 12.
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EVENTS IN THE VALLEY
3rd February      10-30 am Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite. 
                            Candlemas. Followed by Parish Sunday Dinner at 
                            Scafell. (Tickets £14. Malcolm 77671).
                            4 pm Holy Trinity, Grange. Evensong.
5th February      9-30 am Borrowdale News Editorial Group at 
                            Northside.
10th February    10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange. Evensong.
11th February    3 pm Borrowdale Story Group Meeting.
12th February    12-30 pm Hospitality Group at Institute.
13th February   Parish Coffee Morning. Borrowdale Gates.
17th February    10-30 am Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite
                            4 pm Holy Trinity, Grange. Evensong.
24th February   10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange. CAKE SUNDAY
3rd March          10-30 am Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite.
                            4 pm Holy Trinity, Grange. Evensong.
5th March          9 am Multi-Disciplined Leaders Breakfast. 
                            Grange Cafe.
6th March          10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange. Ash Wednesday.
10th March        10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange
13th March        Parish Coffee Morning Scafell Hotel.
17th March        10-30 am Saint Andrew’s, Stonethwaite.
                            4 pm Evensong at Grange
24th March        10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange.
25th March        12 noon Copy Date Borrowdale News.
29th March        End of Term Borrowdale CofE Primary School.
31st March         10-30 am Holy Trinity, Grange. (Mothering Sunday)
Dates Forward
25th April                        Marjorie Roscamp Coffee Morning at 
                                         Northside for Leprosy Mission
27th July                         7 pm Saint Andrew’s Stonethwaite. 
                                         The Fitzwilliam String Quartet.
14th-15th September  Valley Arts at The Institute. 2019.
15th September            11 am Mass in the Mountain. Honister.

Contacts:
Vicar: Charles Hope. 017687 75855.

charleshope@btopenworld.com. Mobile: 07884 070619

Head Teacher: Borrowdale C of E School. Ralf Smits. 77686.

ralfsmits@keswick.cumbria.sch.uk

Chairman of the Parish Council: David Hindmarch. 77611. hndiddy1@hotmail.co.uk

Editor of Borrowdale News: Malcolm Stonestreet. 77671. malcolmstonestreet@gmail.com

Chairman of Borrowdale Story: David Woodthorpe. 77828. woodthorpe475@btinternet.com

Spot the Spot answer - On the barn wall at Stonethwaite opposite the telephone box

SkIDDAW

Retired or semi-retired
and want to stay active,

learn new things 
and make new friends? 

Join Skiddaw U3A
We have over 50 activity

groups so there is
something for everyone. 

To find out what's on off  er,
visit our website

www.skiddawu3a.co.uk or 
contact Debbie Morgan

017687 8010. 

Our February monthly
meeting will be held in

Crosthwaite Parishrooms
on Wednesday 20th

February when the guest
speaker will be Dr Kate
Keohane who will be 

talking about "The
Himalayan Trust". 

The March meeting will be
held in Portinscale Village
Hall when Professor Anne
McCardle's topic will be

"The Science of Ageing - do
we want to live forever". 

All meetings begin 
at 10.00am 

for coffee and 10.30am 
for the talk.


